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A note on Acetes fishery at Murdeswar bay,

Karnataka during May, 2006

Gujarat and Maharashtra coast are known
for theregular fishery of Acetesspp. by trawl
and"dol" netsand the speciesformsimportant
part of thefood of all carnivorousfishes of
thiscoast. Acetesindicusisthemost common
speciesoccurring in south-west coast of India
andthelargest among commercidly important
sergedtids atainingamaximumsizeof 40mm.
It occursin vast shoalsin mid-water or near
thesurfacemainly intheinshorewaters. Along
Karnataka coast, though thereisno regular
fishery for Acetes, itisoccasonaly caughtin
good quantitiesduring September-October.
Itisseenthat thefishery indicatethe changes
in current pattern along the coast and the
regularity and success of thefishery depends
onthe magnitude and pattern of the currents.

Murdeswar bay of the Karnataka coast
providesasafeplacefor berthing indigenous
crafts. Gillnetisthemajor gear usedinthis
region asthe bottomisrocky and unsuitable
for trawling. During first week of May, 2006
a shoal of Acetes entered into the bay,
resultingingood catchfor theloca fishermen.
Thefishery started from 3 May and lasted
till 8. Approximately 2 to 3 tons of Acetes
with asizerange of 20 to 30 mm was caught

during thesesix days. Thefishery wascarried
out with specialy designed gear which is
exclusively used for Acetesfishery. Thegear
Is made of mosquito net with rectangular
opening. Thedimensionsof themouth of the
net is5x12 feet. Themouth part of thenet is
firmly knitted with thick cloth to giveit a
rectangular shapeand inner part of thenet is
firmly knitted with thick cloth to giveit a
rectangular shapeand inner partiskept loose
asabelly portion. Thenetistied totwo poles
of fivefeet length at each end and draggedin
the bay by two people (Fig.1). The net is
continuously dragged inthe shallow waters
till the net get clogged. Thecatchisemptied
immediately in the basket and the dragging
continuestill evening. Sncethebay isshdlow
maogt of thefamily membersincluding children
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Fig. 1 Operation of specialy designed gear
for Acetescollection
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areengaged inthefishery. Sincethefisheryis
irregular and unpredictable, al thefishermen
house-hol dskeep one or more setsof thegear
infully operational condition.

Dried Acetes fetches Rs. 100 to 150 per kg
inwholesale market. Acetesfishery during
peak summer monthsisaboon for thelocal
fishermen, since Acetes is having better
market valueindried formthan freshand the
shrimpsgetsdriedinaday. Dried Acetescan
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bestored for longtimeinair tight containers
and will be sold for higher rates during
monsoon moths, when the demand for this
product isat its peak. The amount realized
during six dayswasto thetune of rupees 1.5
lakhs.
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