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Processing of jelyfishes(dluvai chori) for vaue
added product was undertaken by aprivate
processingfirmat Tharuvaikkulamfor thefirst
timealong Tuticorin coast. Thoughjelly fish
processing and export wasreported aready
from some partsof Tamil Nadu thistype of
processing is reported for the first time
engaging loca women.

Processing technique:

Processing technique is nothing but
displacement of body fluidsof theanimal by
chlorine powder and salt solutioninaslow
andlong process. Itinvolves6 stages, thefirst
5 stagesare of cleaning theanimalsand the
last stageispacking. Theprocessing should
take place within three hours of fishing
otherwisethe protein contentswoul d beether
reduced or destroyed.

Initidly thejellyfishesarewashed thoroughly
in fresh water and then dissected into two
halves; upper (umbrella) and thelower (arm

Processing of sun type jellyfish at Tharuvaikulam

with stomach cavity). Theumbrellaaoneis
washed and further processed inthefirst tank
and therest discarded.

| stage: Thewashed and cleaned jellyfishes
areplaced inthefirst tank, containing 3 kg/
tank of chlorine powder for 3-6 hours soon
after they are bought from thelanding places.

Il stage: Thejdlyfishesarethentransferred
into the second tank containing 150 kg/tank
of sodium chloride (common salt) and kept
for 24 hrs. Now theweight of asinglejdlyfish
isreduced to 50% of the body weight.

Fig. 1 Massaging of jellyfish
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[l age: Again, thejdlyfishesaretransferred
into thethird tank containing 150 kg/tank of
sodium chloride for 24 hrs. which further
reducesbody weight.

|V stage: Thejdlyfishesareagaintransferred
into the fourth tank containing 150 kg of
sodium chloride for 24 hrs. which further
reducestheweight.

V gstage: Thesamplesarekept on stedl tables
and massaged after which they arekept one
above the other. The fifth stage involves
removing of theextra-unwanted thistlesand
thenthey arelayered one aboveother inthe
fifthtank. (Fig. 1). Again, 150 kg of sodium
chlorideissprinkled in between each layer
and the top of the tank is covered with
polythene sheet over which sufficient weight
Is placed for compressing. In thisway, the
remaining body fluid will also get squeezed
out. Fifth stage continues for 72 hrs.
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Depending on the humidity condition, the
preservation timemay vary accordingly and
al these processesand drying take placeonly
inshady place.

Packing stage: Theflattened umbrellasare
piledin polythene bags one abovethe other

and packed in wooden boxesfor export.

The jellyfish fishery and processing were
terminated by December, 2005 asthe catch
rate has come down and al so thefishermen
diversfiedtheir fishing activities. Perhapsthis
maiden attempt might pave way for other
enterprising private entrepreneursto takeup
such chdlenging va ue added marineproducts
processngright at thefishlanding centreitsdf.
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