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Unusual landing of deep sea mud shrimp

Solenocera hextii from Chennai coast

Solenocera hextii, the degp seamud shrimp
isusudly landed by deep seatrawlersfroma
depth of 150-200m during January-March of f
Chennai. During December 2006, these
shrimpswerelanded on three occassionson
15/12/06, 27/12/06 and 28/12/06 at Chennai
fisheries harbour by multiday mechanized
boats operated in the depth range of 60-70m
off Chennal.

Totally 10,250 Kg of S. hextii werelanded
with anincreasing CPUE of 6.36Kg onthe
first day, 7.33 Kg onthe second day and 9.16
Kgonthethird day. No other shrimpswere

encountered, thecatch being exclusively con-
stituted by S. hextii.

Thefemaesrangedin sizefrom 61-105mm
and malesfrom51-95mmintota length. The
mal escontributed 35% and fema es65%. The
present observation on theunusual landings
of S hextii by trawlers along the Chennai
coast isthefirst report, which indicatesthe
possiblemigration of the speciesfrom deep
seato the shallower region during Decem-

ber.
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