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Emergence of thermocole fishing crafts and their

economy along Tuticorin coast in Gulf of Mannar

Intherecent past thermocolewaste materials
and sheetswereused infaboricatingtiny fishing
boats and floats of various size and shapes
along the Tuticorin coast. Based on the
structurethey arerecognized asfloats (poya)
and thermocol e boats.

During the recent past few fisher folk of
Vembar made floating objects by stacking
together thermocol e packing materia swastes
andusad asafishing platforminthenear shore
waters. |n some casesthe piecesare stitched
together by nylon twine to have a definite
shape. Entirestructureiseither covered by
waste nylon net or waste polysac leaving the
upper portion open.

Encouraged by the success of thermocole
floats asfishing crafts, thermocol e sheets of
10-15 cm thickness are used to replace
packing wastefor bottom and for the sides.
Number of sheetsvary depending upon the
thickness required. Sheets are joined by
stitching. Bottom and sides are supported

either by wooden regpersor bamboo regpers.
Theregpersarefirmly placed with the help of
nylonropedtitching. Findly thewholegtructure
iscovered with nylon mesh cloth. Asarecent
improvement provision has been made to
drivethethermocoleboat with thehelp of sall
aongwithoar.

Mostly thethermocolefloatsare employed
handjigging for theexploitation of squidsand
cuttle fishes. Prior to the introduction of
thermocolefloats, smdler catamaransof 2.3m
inlength and 0.5min breadth with 3 piecesof
wooden logs, weighing 40-50 kg were
employedinjigging. One motorized vallam
used to take 8-10 small sized catamaransto
thefishing ground. After reaching thefishing
ground each catamaranwill besailed off with
one or two personsto adistance of 1-3km
away from the mother boat and operatejigs
for squidsand cuttlefishes. By thiscollective
operation fishermen could cover a larger
fishing areain short time. After fishing they
return to the mother boat and then reach the
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Table 1. Detail sof thedistribution of thermocole poyaand boatsa ong the Tuticorin coast ong

withthedimensonal details

Fishing  Noof Length Breadth ~ Heght ~ Weight Cost Gear Resources  Mgor Daly
village units (m) (m) (cm) (kg) Rs used caught cdch eaning
Ry
Vembar 85 2335 05 224 815 1000 Hooks  Cuttlefish, Cephd  100-
0.75 1500 Jgs, suid, -opods 1000
cdne, o,
lobsternet  lobster,
other
fishes
Vellappatti 9 254 0509 2022 6-12 200 Hooks, ~ Cuttlefish, Crab 100-500
2500 Jos, suid,
codng  ad
Tuticoin 5 2842 0306 2224 10-15 1000-  Hooks,  Cuttlefish, Crab&  100-400
Mgor 2000  crabng Squid, chank
harbour diving o,
prawn
Pazhaya 3 2-35 05 2025 815 800- Hand Squid, Pravn  100-300
kayd 0.75 1200 hooks, o,
crebng,
prawn
gillnet
Punnak 4 2535 05 22-25 815 10000 Hand Crab, Catfishes  100-500
kayd 0.75 1500  hooks, prawn,
gillngt  Siganids,
cafish
Kayd 3 25 05 22-25 10-15 100- Hand Cuttlefish, Lobster,  100-700
patnam 0.75 1500  hooks,  souid, aah
gillnet  crab,
lobgter,
other
fishes
shore. Hence the catch and the revenue of Tuticorin coast.

redlizedismultifold. Now in Vembar fishing
village most of the mini catamarans were
replaced by thermocole. Being cheapwitha
lifeof nearly two yearsfor such boatssimilar
trendsare now seenin other fishing villages

Preliminary survey was conducted to find out
the total number of thermocole boats
operating along the Tuticorin coast and their
economic viability. Theresultsare presented
inTableldongwithother dimensond detalls.
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These crafts are beach landed types like
catamarans. Theadded advantageisthat the
boat can be managed by single man. They
areoperated ininshorewatersup to 10 km.
and also withstand high tide waves and
currents. These crafts does not incur any
operationa cost. These craftswould bemore
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ided for hand hook operationaround artificia
reefsto be deployedintheinshorewaters of
Vembar shortly.
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