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Production estimates of farmed mussel

in Kerala, India

Mussels were farmed from racks (off-
bottom)method in the estuaries and backwar
tersof Kasargod, K ozhikode,Malappuram,
Thrissur, Ernakulam and Kollam districts of
Keraladuring the period 2005-06 and this
has contributed to 81% (8140+t) of thetotal
farmed mussal production of 10060t during
the period 2005-06 (Table 1). The annual
production of farmed musselshasshown a

consistent increase from 1997. On-bottom
farming, whichisacustom of smplere-lay-
ing of seed musselswith low inputs, ismainly
invoguein Kannur, Maappuram, Kozhikode
and Kollam districtsand has contributed to
19% (1920') of the production. Thevalue
of the mussel produced is estimated as
Rs.80.6million (US$1.79 million) ontheba-
sisof farm-gate price45 INR=1US $ at 2006

Table 1. Detailsof thefarmed mussel production, areaused for farming and productivity of

mussd farms
Disctrict Production (t) Area(inha) Productivity
(Vha)
Trestle  On Perc On- Per On-
Bottom Totd entage Trestle bottom Totd  centage Trestle bottom
Kasaragod ~ 74% 0 4% 7452 1214 000 1214 475 6175
Kozhikode 211 51 72 717 082 311 393 21 2571 1643
Kannur 0 8 85 82 000 458 458 122 1801
Malappuram 399 558 %7 951 140 330 470 184 2857 1691
Thrissur 5 0 5 005 000 000 001 00 617.3
Ermnakulan 25 0 5 025 004 000 004 02 617.3
Kollam 4 2 KV 030 000 018 019 07 6154 1436
TOTAL 8140 1920 10060 10000 1441 1117 2558 1000 5649 1719
Percentage 8091 1909  100.00
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conversion rates) during the period 2005-06.

Thetota areautilized for rack farming during
2005-06 was estimated as 14.14 ha with
12.14 hain Kasaragod (KAS). On bottom
farming was done in 11.17hain the state
mainly at Kozhikode and Malappuram dis-
tricts. At Kannur, a district between
Kasaragod and K ozhikode, rack method of
farming hastill not been adopted by villagers,
instead, on-bottom method ispopular which
hasresulted inthe utilization of 4.58 haarea
and an annual production of 825t of mus-
s Inthesoutherndigtricts, mussdl farming
isdoneonly inlimited areaand the produc-
tioniscomparatively low.

Theaverageproductivity for rack method was
estimated as564.9 t/ha, whilefor on-bottom
method it was 171.9 t/ha. However, there
wasregional differencein productivity with
high valuesin Kasaragode. The constraints
faced by the mussel farmerswasidentified
based on a survey conducted in the major
mussel farming areaslocated at Cheruvathur,
Padanna, Thrikaripur and Valiaparamba at
Kasaragod, Elathur in Kozhikode and
Valikunnu a Maappuram.

All thefarmersof KASindicated marketing
of farmed mussel as the major problem
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Fig. 1. Congtraintsof mussel farmersinthe
threedigtrictsof northKerala

(Fig.1). Between 50 to 55% of thefarmers
asofetthat seed availability, dipping of seed
mussel and poor growth of musselsasprob-
lem. At Kozhikode, silting withinthefarm
and reduction of depth at thefarm sitewere
cited asthemgor problemsand only lessthan
10% of thefarmersindicated marketing, seed
dipping and poor growth of musselsasprob-
lems. Siltingwasthemgor problem of mus-
sl farmersat Ma appuram a so, with 93% of
farmersindicating their concerninthe addi-
tional labour incurredto clear thesiltonal-
ternatedays. Marketing, seed availability, and
seed dipping wered so problemsof few farm-
ersat Maappuram.
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