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823 Collection of the sipunculids for
bait at Lakshadweep

During a recent visil ta Kavaratll [sland
[Lakshadweep) the lecal people were seen collect-
Img the sipunculld Sipunculus ndicus Peters from
the intertidal region for using as bait. The same
wiia aeen At Chetlal and Kiltan [slands in 1987
Apparently it is collected for balt from all the lslande
of the Lakshadweep, Locally il is known as Korndi
and Yembolu.

Druring the low tlde near the hlg.h water mark
a number of holes were aeen In the gsand. A few
Inches away from eéach hole there was o
ahallow depression (Fig.1). A spear-like spelula
made oul of the midrib of coconul leal is deftly
inserted Inks the shallow depresaion In stages which
plerces Inle the anterlor portlon of the worm and
Mxes i, The ixing can be fell by a sort of ‘spring
action’ [elt. After the siponculid 15 fixed in this
manner, the spatula Is held in one hand and with
the other hand the sand is dug to a depth of 30-40
cm and the snake ke animal s pulled oul. It
reaches & length of 50 cm, Once I is Laken out,
(Fig. 2} it i3 punctured near the pasterior end and



Fil 1. A bay holding the slpunculid worm after
taking 1t out of sand

Fig. 2. Entire worm with spaiula

the entrails are quickly sgueezed out leaving only
the tubular body wall. Thiz Is dried in the shade
and Is vsed even aller a few months, 'When needed
it ks cul into bits of 5-8 cm length and put inlo sea
waler, It absorbs sea waler and (s ready for use.

Prepared by DB, James, Tuticorin Besasrch Centre of
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