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UNUSUAL LANDINGS OF YOUNG OIL SARDINE OFF MADRAS COAST* 

The occurrence of young oil sardines Sardine/la 
longiceps noticed in good quantities from 10-24 Novem­
ber, 1988 in indigenous boat seine (Thuri valai) catches 
is reported here. The catches were obtained in the 
very early hours of the day at 3 to 5 metres depth just 
about a kilometre away from the landing centre at 
Kasimedu. It is not uncommon to find young oil 
sardine along the west coast of India from July to 
October. The present observation is the first on record 
showing that young oil sardine occurs in fairly good 
quantities during November along the Madras coast. 
The details of the catch recorded during the period of 
landings are given below: 

Date 

10-ll-*88 

17-ll-'88 

18-ll-'88 

21-ll-'88 

24-ll-'88 

No. of units 
operated 

12 

15 

10 

5 

5 

Estimated 
catch (kg) 

3,000 

3,000 

2,100 

500 

200 

CPUE 
(kg) 

250 

200 

210 

100 

40 

On the first day of observation about 250 kg of 
young oil sardine was recorded per net and the catch 

•Prepared by J.C. Gnanamuttu, Bastian Fernando and S. Chadra-
sekhar, Research Centre of CMFRI, Madras. 

declined to about 40 kg per net on the last day of 
landing. Young oil sardine were sold at Re. 1 per kg 
in the market, whereas large quantities of young ones 
were dried on the beach. 

The predominant size group of young oil sardine 
landed was 60 - 64 mm in length and the minimum and 
maximum sizes noticed among this group were 40 and 
107 mm respectively. 

Investigations carried out on the maturity con­
dition of oil sardine along Madras coast in recent years 
showed that mature and ripe fish were encountered 
from May to August. It could be seen that both on 
west and east coasts of India the spawning season is 
prolonged extending from May - June to September -
October. Incidently it may be mentioned here that 
Gnanamuttu reported the occurrence of mature oil 
sardine along Madras coast earlier during January -
March period (Indian J. Fish.. 31 (3) 1984). 

It is of interest to note that a small sample of 
adult oil sardine obtained during the period of occur­
rence of young ones were all in spent recovering stage 
II and this stage was noticed in October also. Hence 
it is considered that the young stages obtained in 
November off Madras coast were probably the result of 
spawning a few months earlier along the coast. 
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J i g j ^ rra: % sRT r̂qTO <^^«<i$i 5i5^T sfN^ ^ r arrfS^-WJirBrar f̂ îf̂ r* 

^ ^ r | q?^ t̂nf ^ anfq̂  f̂ ^ ;?5icT sB̂?n 11 5?f eref 
% *i4**rf ^ ?f"?>5T ^i#?RH cTfecT ^ % errrsT 3nf^ f9T% 

?f?«rH ^ ^ n^ 8?^ ^ ?wrir-3nf%? gt̂ nT =̂ raî  f̂grcr vi^ 

iW^^ft^RWr % T^iTT^^aw ^ » r ^ ^ 137 ^ ^ 

^ir%TiT % 601 Er(t % ^i^m anf̂ ^ ftq% % sn̂  if 
aiwWT t%?n 1 aTEJpprf % srgm^ ^ ^ wim 95% ^ 

3nf?r%|[i ^ ^ ^ % 90 % ^ 66% ^ staftsfiq^ 

^ 4 k «Rq^ anN" ^ W ai3<TRT 1:3 ( s S T ^ g ^ ) ^ 

1:2 (f^TwTg '̂CWTr) 1 1 an^ sfOTcT ^ 3 T M ^ ' f f *i ĝ iJT 

^ €i?r^ ^ sm^ I I fir^figj^cw it 55 % ^ % 

* ^. mt. ^ . am:, an?. #j%?r % an .̂ mt^m ^ #. ^. TI. 

^ g3»i%^^i6%trff# an^, ^ J I Z ^ H H K 11 ^ 

ilMt % a r f e i ^ qftsn^t ^ j t % ^ 3TW 2,0C0 - 4,000 5. % 

^qJT % Kftf̂  qf^miff ^ aNicr anq- Jl«lPBir'7,600 afk 4,500 5. 

I 1 fspT qftsmc! ^ w % ̂ ir ?î ?2r 'TĈ W # s t s^ âwr 
^JT ^ a i I i?^ ^ f # ^ c T sn^r 9,500 alk 7,000 ?. % 

«ft^ ^ '^^'t I ^ 1 ^ ^4 if aT=55i ^f^\ i5i?i i ? ^ ; ^ %f5m ^ 

snsn ¥51^ lara ftpn srim- 11 ftr^ ^ l^ferr f̂et̂  «r|cr 

^^ 5mĤ  40% ^ ^ 'goft 11 

* ?Mi w I ^^ ?nKrR<ncr2n ^st̂ i! # *T ̂  ftser 11 

3Ib5I?R ^ WHTR "R q i f % JTDarf % <H ĉl)Ji<sft ft^TET 

q' succr ^ ^ # flFfW era <î  ?i|^0[ ?f«?! ?Bf wq^i ^sft 

Tjft fl-55ft % qfti'̂ r̂or ^^ aim r̂a sn̂ rfiî  gfqtiwf ^ f w i 

JTlCT'̂ T ^Z ^K dT<^ JTr^^wTl ^ ^P'TT* 

JT^ ars "R 1987 ^ it irt % %cN?: # ^ H K̂̂ ft n̂ 

fii^snl^i: ^ ^ 6 ^ 1 0 ^ . »Tp:it ^ ^?: imra ^ wfii^s ?r 
15 i%. ift. ?f^ ^ q ^ i%5ft I q^'t ^ 1 cn̂ f̂ wf ^90% 

* # . i?r.!?«. am. an .̂ ^ iR[ra ^ ^ ^. ?ft. mw^ ^ 

120-145 f%. fit. ?f«nt ^1 «ft I irt-fecff^ * aî fsr ^ aw 

iTB̂ iW a r^ sft I sprnt-irrq it q ^ iift ^ risfsRt Jt 
g ^ 5iT% a r ^ ^ I 

qfcERsn 11 ĉi 1987 % cTRsft ^q^ q̂  t^ 5it% 5^ # | i 
5?f cTS q̂c cTRsfl' % ar^ f'Pm € ^^"T STH^ f̂̂ rt̂  f^fer 
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^f%^^ rTC T?: "f^erar" "^ si^f^ ^ i[5>^ swr^* 

^ 1 ^ sfRn 11 ^̂ fcTtr ?H rTs tR: ?r5w gror f̂ ^ "f^j^cn" 

q«TK^ sTT̂ T̂  f%̂  snen 11 ??: i ^ isnsT 5rtT»T»r 400 tft-

* ^ . ^n. v^. arr^. an?. ^f%^ arg^Nrpr #5^ ^ #. %. 

?ift5r«s <:5T? f}^ 1 " m ^ ^ 20 ^. ift. # afcR ^ t s ^ 

40 ^ 50 ^ ^ ^ 3q^^ 5 1 ^ sn^ ^ ^mi ^fwn 1 1 

^ 4 T T ei?̂  I I W^m 5RI5R 45 ift. ^ . T^^lt cRi Ĉ T̂ 11 

^if^i^ * era! ^ f^!F5n ^ a ^ t q ^ ^^^ ^ ^ T 

#^5n 5BT ?«rasr ??r sn^ ^ a ^ silt f̂ tt̂ rcn 11 

^rlrrasm l i 9!Tqg^ ^'f-Mis - i^re%f;c S ^ g s ^ ^^ra y'M^iii* 

1 ^ "K̂ ra- 22,000 ift. s^ (^'t^n) aiifecT ^ r̂̂ n t 1 TRCT 

<î «i! set Bfmiracn ^ ^ if aicnnccr 1 1 

?ili. '?^. ^f{.^. am;, an?. Jjô qj? ^ #. ^s^uT, ^ ^w?;i3; 3?k 

»TR̂  if g g ^ wcT sra^ ^ ^ ^"f q^ J ^ 'fi?!^ # f̂ Hrf̂ <T 

# TT̂  it ^ msg^ '^m^] ^rm 1 u^im, i^Ri^^, 'ffan, 

77,000 ift. s^ (»ftcn) 11 ?RniwT R?r. ql. "ft. s^f '̂itftqT 

TO. <ft. "ft., 5̂ftf%q?5iT ^^d?tT, Pife^Rqr q?r. "ft. qt. a ^ 

Iq^an t̂ r̂. "ff. "ft. T^IIW 31,200, 700,1,000, 3,000 ^ 

16,000 ;ft. S5r 11 »f>ft̂  sicff ^ Hsp't^msi 13^ q>?RT i^trkor 

^ ^ f̂§n3: ^. ^-1?^. an^. ant. ^ ^ ' f 'T^* ^ ^ 

^ ^ ^ 650 epT n. ^. it 125 ^ f*. ift. ^ ?PWt 
^ t q ^ l %^ #IW5tI 9,100.5 qt.CT sft I 

wrs^^ ^ I5 J7T5IP: ^ITS'V S qjK «raTWF?T siHRn: ^ t ^rgsfr TT^T ^?jjftir ^^j fk ^ ^ ^ w * 

msTR wi#l- ^ 310 §. ^t. 5f«nt * arawi«i an ŝn; # i^? 

^ m k §3:jft^ 5t?^iTfe i ^ % ffti? q^s't Tjft 1 apft ci^ 

• ^ 'Rft ^ 5 ^ ̂  * a'sfrt 300 ^. ;ft. ^ arfesB r̂̂ lf amft 11 

? ? # ^ ofsnt T̂- ?ffe ^ 2Jf t p a«iJT ^ # 1 1 1 

* V,^. f w r i ^ ^ , ^. #)•. a f ^ ^ T^. fiwr^ 5RI ?ft, t?T. i^S. 

sn^. an?. HosqfT ^ § ftqls ^ mft s ^ i 1 

"^5iq5ft" ^ # ! : i « 5 ^ ^ ^B^ it " 8 n ^ " ^mi ^ g^Ri snen 
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f^^yrfHiT ^ ^ra 5!T^ I; ^TRO: W ^ g?%^ iraf^r'n ^ 3̂ Hr*TT??i ^^J^R" 

^ TRT ^ 5 R |3n I 3Tfa5r, H I ^5[ sgr q" qm^ir 130.8, 

232.3 ^K 178.2 qfe^S^ q^g- aW 5t I 51151 95^^ HSf̂ f̂f 

=?PS?Nr̂ 'T gRT tenter R"??! i 

q g ^ ^ %gg', g. ^T^TO^RT^ afh: g. H^I^WH siii^ ^i ^ 

3T«It^il70%, 2 5 % 3 ^ 5 % | i 3Tf55i' a^^ f t | ^ ^^^m 

^r^^q-aiT^^ 7.6 3 ^ 14.17 ft. S)I./|^2^ 1 1 sj. ^mB ^ 

5f̂ Tt 82 ^ 111 ^r. rft. 11 ^m ^mi los #i. f̂t. ^ ^K 
12 nî T 11 

»Tffm % 3Tq?T?f ^ rT^'T ^^Tf?T^1f ^T 3T?TmT?ir ?«r^?T* 

ir̂ ?T % arq^sf ^ ^4^1, 1988 % ^ ? : R CT^I cn^# 

* IT ÎH 3Tg<jfH(H ^ % %. ^ . sTÎ TJî g, ^ f e ^ , 'fi^i^Ftt ^ ^ 

m^flwr "̂t OTfeTf? T̂f T t^ l ^R ft'TtI "̂t ^5ft I I Tit Tzft 

cTW cTR5fr 40 f̂ . ift. ^5[ 107 f̂ . qt. ^ 1̂=?? % an^R # 

GUIDE TO CONTRIBUTORS 

The articles intended for publication in the MFIS should be based on actual research findings on 
long-term or short-term projects of the CMFRI and should be in a language comprehensible to the layman. 
Elaborate perspectives, material and methods, taxonomy, keys to species and genera, statistical methods and 
models, elaborate tables, references and such, being only useful to specialists, are to be avoided. Field keys 
that may be of help to fishermen or industry are acceptable. Self-speaking photographs may be profusely 
included, but histograms should be carefully selected for easy understanding to the non-technical eye. 
The write-up should not be in the format of a scientific paper. Unlike in journals, suggestions and advices 
based on tested research results intended for fishing industry, fishery managers and planners can be given 
in definitive terms. Whereas only cost benefit ratios and indices worked out based on observed costs and 
values are acceptable in a journal, the observed costs and values, inspite of their transitionality, are more 
appropriate for MFIS. Any article intended for MFIS should not exceed 15pages typed in double space 
on foolscap paper. 
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