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INTRODUCTION 

Food eating habit of the people is changing 
very fast particularly in recent times, due to  
improvement in socio-economic conditions of 
the people, availability of new resources as food, 
application of enriched, prepared foods etc, 
for the convenience of the customers. In this 
changing situation, processing good quality food 
in different parts of the country. The domestic 
market is vast and practically remains untapped 
as far as fishery products are concerned. In the 
export sector also, product diversification is the 
urgent need of the hour. Even after three and 
half decades of fisheries development, the sea- 
food export industry still depends for its export 
earnings on one single item namely frozen 
shrimp, though other items like lobsters, squids, 
cuttle fish and fishes like pomfret earn foreign 
exchange to some extent. 

WORLD PRODUCTION OF PROCESSED 
OYSTERS, CLAMS, MUSSELS AND 

GASTROPODS 

Commercially important bivalves and gastropods 
in India 

In  our country, oysters, clams, mussels and 
a few gastropods are local delicacies along the 
coastal region from where they are collected. 
They are good sources of food material available 
at reasonable prices and the local population 
buy them for culinary purposes. These varieties 
are not marketed in the interior region of the 
country, except in the form of canned products 
and as pickles to a limited extent in recent years. 

Bivalves are by far the most important group 
compared to gastropods, for commercial exploit- 
ation and utilisation as food. Among the 
bivalves, edible oysters (Crassostrea sp), Window 
pane Oysters (Placenta placenta), various clam 
species (Meretrix msretrix, M .  Casta, Villorita 
cyprinoid2s, Gafrarium tumidum, Tapes pingius 
Katelysia opima, Donx sp, Anadara granosa 
Paphia sp, Tridecna maxima), the green mussel 
(Mytilus viridis) and brown mussel (Mytilus sp) 
etc, are utilised as food and also to some extent 
for processing and export. 

In recent years, a few categories of bivalves The gastropods are mainly fished for their 
have become a popular seafood item in many beautiful shells which are of ornamental value 
countries. A considerable quantity of oysters, and for the manufacture of lime. The meat is 
clams, mussels and gastropods are processed sometimes used as bait. Only a few species 
into frozen products, canned products and dried are utilised as food to a very limited extent by 
products in different countries of the world. The the coastal population. The gastropods which 
following table indicates the quantity of these can be utilised as food include limpets (Cellena 
commodities produced by important countries. radiata), Trochus sp, whelks (Thais rudolphi and 














