


5 1 .  DEVELOPMENT OF OYSTER CULTURE IN PULICAT 
LAKE AREA - PROSPECTS AND PROBLEMS* 

K. V. Ramakrishna 
Madras Research Centre of Central /nland Fisheries Research Institute, 

No. I ,  Karneeswar Koil street, Mylapore, Madras-600004. 

ABSTRACT 

Pulicat lake is bestowed with rich natural oyster beds. There has not been any concerted effort 
at culturing oysters on scientific lines, probably because ot  lack of sustained demand and lucrative regular 
remuneration. 

After a preliminary study of the oyster beds, a suitable location was selected for conducting 
experiments on oyster culture. Asbestos sheets were found to be by far the best cultch among the 
materials tried. Tray cultuqe method proved to  be approprtste for the area. The rate of production of 
oyster meat during the course of the study was 224.4 016 months10.75 m2 area. Incidental to theproduction 
of oysters, the trays were found to harbour a variety of fishes of prime quality adding to the production 
by 1.8 kg16 months 0.75 m2. 

This study points to the possibility of developing a system of oyster-cum-fish culture' as 
a profitab e proposit~on in  the area. The suitabil~ty of the area for the venture IS also dtscuased. 

INTRODUCTION 

In India no organised culture is being done 
worth its name (Durve 1974) except for the 
attempts made by Hornell (1 910 b) to culture 
oysters in Pulicat Lake and the experimental 
work at Karapad creek oyster farm of Tuticorin 
centre of Central Marine Fisheries Research 
Institute, Tuticorin (Anon 1977) and in Mahim 

creek near Bombay. Also the efforts made by 
the Department of Fisheries, Government of 
Tamil Nadu at culturing oysters in Pulicat lake 
were sporadic and preliminary in nature. 
Devanesan and Chacko (1955) outlined the 
importance and possibility of culturing them 
in the area. Chidambaram and Dinamani (1951) 
made observations on spat fall and setting of 
C. madrasensis. 

* Formed part of the thesis submttted to the Andhra University for the award of ph.D. degree. 














