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FISHING activity in the high seas has now been extended to the Indian Ocean also with the emer- 
gence of Japan in the post-war years as a premier fishing nation. With the exception of the in- 
tensive fishing carried out for the oceanic skipjack, Katsuwonus pelamis in the Maldive Islands 
and in the Minicoy Island in the Indian Ocean it is doubtful if any organlsed tuna fishery existed 
anywhere in this area before the last World War. In the regular commercial fisheries of various 
countries bordering the Indian Ocean tunas and occasionally billfishes form a part of the catches 
during certain seasons from the inshore areas. What little fishing is done specially for these fishes 
is rnostly of an exploratory nature. 

The object of any fishery management should be the regular maintenance of maximum 
sustainable catches, minimising, if possible, fluctuations. It  could naturally be expected that the 
success of the Japanese in the Indian Ocean will tend to attract other nations also in the field and 

Fig. 1.-Monthly change of the mean hooked-ratio in each sea area 
(5'-13' S.) (Reproduced from Mimura, 1958). 












