






ON THE SAILFISH AND MARLINS OF THE TUTICORIN COAST* 

E. G. SILAS AND M. S. RAJAGOPALAN 
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Mandapam Camp, India 

Billfishes (Istiophoridae and Xiphiidae) form part of the marine fishery resource commer- 
cially exploited by some nations, notably Japan, from parts of the Indo-Pacific. Most of the 
fishery for billfishes from various parts of the Indian Ocean is carried out by the Japanese and 
Catch statistics published from Japan (Ann. 1959) indicate the occurrence of rich fishing grounds 
for billfishes even within a few miles off the Indian coasts during certain seasons. However, 
little attention has been paid by Indian workers towards the study of the billfishes occurring in 
the Indian seas, and as such hardly any data is available about their seasonal occurrence, species 
composition, method of capture etc., along our coast. 

Since Day (1878) recorded three species of billfishes, namely, Histiophorus gladius (Brous- 
sonet), H. immaculatus Ruppell, and Histiophorus brevirostris Playfair from the Indian coasts 
the notable contributions on this group have been those by Hornell (1917) who gave some pre- 
liminary data on billfish landings at Tuticorin ; and Jones (1959 a, b, 1960) who described larvae 
and juveniles of billfishes from Indian waters. Deraniyagala (1952) records Tetrapturus indicus 
Cuvier, Tetrapturus tenuirostratus Deraniyagala, Istiophorus gladius Broussonet, Makaira indica 
Deraniyagala, M. mitsukurii (Jordan and Snyder) and Xiphias gladius Linnaeus from Ceylon waters 
while Munro (1955) recognizes only five species, Histiophorus gladius, Tetrapturus brevirostris 
(Playfair), Makaira mitsukurii (Jordan and Snyder), Makaira indica (Cuvier), and Xiphias gladius 
from Ceylon waters. There is considerable confusion in the nomenclature used to denote the 
various species of billfishes from different oceans and this is made all the more difficult on account 
of the pantropical distribution of some of the species ; the marked changes during growth and 
lack of data of good series of specimens of each species from different areas. Besides, the indis- 
criminate use of popular names for different species has tended to add to the confusion. Else- 
where (Jones and Silas, 1962) an attempt has been made to straighten out the nomenclature of 
the species of billfishes occurring in the Indian seas, and based on these findings, the following 
species were found to occur along the Tuticorin coast, Gulf of Mannar (Plates I and 11). 

Species Name Vernacular name (Tamil) 

1. Istiophorus gladius (Broussonet) 
2. Makaira indica (Cuvier) 
3. Mukaira nigricans LaciipCde 
4.  Tetrapturus dudax Philippi 
5. Tetrapturus tenuirostratus Deraniyagala 

Thalapathu 

Kopparaikulla 

Hornell's aforesaid work (1917) as well as the icthyological literature of Ceylon fishes in- 
dicates the occurrence of the broadbill swordfish Xiphias gladius Linnaeus in the Gulf of Mannar, 

* Published with the permission of the Director, Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Mandapam 
Camp. 
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