






TUNA FISHERY OF THE TINNEVELLY COAST, GULF OF MANNAR" 

E. G. SILAS** 
Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Mandapam Camp, Itidia 

DURING the last few years, the world-wide demand for fresh sources of protein has increased 
considerably and this has been a stimulus for the rapid development of the fishery for some of the 
pelagic fishes in the tropical and subtropical oceans. The scombroid fishes (mackerels, seer- 
fishes, tunas and billfishes) constitute an important element of pelagic fishes, the annual world 
production of which has more than doubled, from about 0.93 million metric tons in 1948 to about 
2.1 1 million metric tons in 1961. This quantum of increased production has naturally added to 
the volume of selected, preserved and processed fishery commodities of tunas and related fishes 
sold in the world markets during the last few years. In figures, from 301,000 metric tons in 1955, 
it has risen to about 420,000 metric tons (net product weight) in 1961 (FAO, 1960-61). A bulk 
of the increase in fresh catches as well as in processed goods mentioned above is constituted by 
tunas, the fishery of which has rapidly expanded during this period, and is being most actively 
pursued by Japan and the United States. The fact that in the Indian Seas, the tuna resource is 
a potentially important one is quite evident from the success of the Japanese fishing efforts in this 
area. However, in spite of the fact that the success of our oceanic fisheries will eventually depend 
to a great extent on the development of this latent resource, to date, even exploratory fishing has 
not been attempted by us. 

The data on landings, of tuna contained in Fisheries Departmental Reports suffer from the 
great drawback that species-wise information is almost always wanting. The data given below 
(Table 1) will give an idea of the total marine fish landings in relation to thethree major groups 
of scombroid fishes (data after FAO, 1960-61). 

Marine fish landings in India (Figures in thousand metric tons) - 
Year 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 

Total marine fish landings 489.1 561.1 738.0 688.2 516.4 807.1 618.7 
excluding crustaceans and 
molluscti 

Indian mackerel . . 22.8 16.4 89.0 123.3 62.2 133.7 34.5 
Seerfishes . . . . 6.0 12.4 8.9 7.9 6.6 8.6 11.5 
Tunas . , . . . . 3.4 3.7 3.0 3.2 2.9 5.6 7.8 

In the island of Minicoy in the Laccadive Archipelago there exists a regular pole and line, 
live-bait fishery for tunas, especially for the skipjack Katsuwonus pelamis (Linnaeus), and the 
yellowfin tuna Thunnus (Neothunnus) albacares macropterus (Temminck and Schlegel) (Ayyengar, 
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