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THE scombroids constitute a significant'part of the marine fish landings in India. A number of 
prime fishes come under this group and the account by Jones and Silas (1962a) may be referred .to 
for information on the different species. Only a very brief review is attempted here with the object 
of focussing attention on the potentialities for the development of this resource in the seas around 
India. 

The statistics for the last 12 years (1930 40 196%) show that on an average 82,085 tonnes of 
scombroids are caught every year forming about 12.3 per cent of the total marine fishcatches of 
which the Indian mackerel forms the major part (Figs. 1 and 2). The seerfishes and tunas rank 
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FIG. 1 .  Percentage composition of scombroid fishes in total marine fish production in 

India (based on 1950-61 landings). 














