CMFRI’s research on coral reefs
gets national recognition
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Research on coral reefs be-
ing carried out by ICAR-
Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute (CMFRI)
has won national recogni-
tion with Alvin Anto, a
young professional at the
institute, securing the
prestigious Hasmukh Shah
Memorial Award for Eco-
logical Studies for the year
2023 in the research
category.

The award includes a
cash prize of ¥2 lakh and a
certificate of recognition.
Mr. Anto has been recog-

nised for his extensive re-
search on the resilience of
coral reefs in the Lakshad-
weep islands, highlighting
the increasing threats
these critical ecosystems
face from climate change
and other human-induced
factors.

The Hasmukh Shah Me-
morial Award, instituted
by the Gujarat Ecology So-
ciety and funded by the
Kachnar Trust, aims to ho-
nour and reward indivi-
duals who have made sig-
nificant contributions
through research, develop-
ment or implementation of
innovative environmental,

technical, or social solu-
tions that address and miti-
gate pressing sustainability
or social issues, says a com-
munication from CMFRI.

A passionate ocean en-
thusiast and a dive master
certified by the Profession-
al Association of Diving In-
structors, Mr. Anto has led
several underwater sur-
veys concentrating on co-
ral reefs and associated
marine life along the In-
dian coast and its islands.
His work has been instru-
mental in providing valua-
ble insights and data, criti-
cal for ongoing
conservation efforts.



