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Centre to launch mariculture leasing

policy for sustainable use

\

iting the Vizhinjam Regional
Centre of the ICAR-Central
Marine Fisheries Research
Institute (CMFRI). *

“Cage fish farming is to be
expanded to the offshore
waters with better cage
designs having a size of 30
diameters or above that can
accommodate lakhs of ju-
\éeniles," the Minister said.

urrently, e ing is
undemkengng nf:ar??fore
Waters using the 6-diameter
cages, :

He urged CMFRI to ex-

pand seed production tech-
nologies for finfishes to all
the coastal States utilising
the PPP mode. This would
help address the seed con-
straints and make available
the required seeds to the fish
farmers all over the country.

PEARL FISHERY

The Minister said the Centre
would soon come up with a
Mariculture Leasing Policy
to ensure the sustainable use
of mariculture resources.
This will ensure that mari-
culture operations are loc-
ated in suitable areas and

of resources

they do not cause environ-
mental damage, he said.

The Union Minister pro-
posed a pioneering sea
ranching programme of the
hatchery-produced spats of
the pearl oyster along the
Tuticorin  coast,  which
would be executed under the
guidance of the CMFRI. Tra-
ditionally known as “Pearl
City” on account of the pre-
vailing pearl fisheries in the
past in the area,
Thoothukudi has a fascinat-
ing history which was an in-
ternational cynosure in the
days of yore for its pearl
fishery.

ORNAMENTAL FISHERY
Referring to the high pro-
spects of marine ornamental
fishery, he urged the CMFRI
to collaborate with relevant
stakeholders to establish ef-
fective marketing strategies.
This would provide an eco-
nomic boost to the marine
ornamental industry, he
added.



