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PREFACE 

This is a very pleasant moment for me to put the foreword for this extremely valuable book for the marine 
fisheries management arena. 

India is bestowed with nine coastal States and four Union Territories (UT) covering the coastline of the 
country. Length of Country’s coast line is 8118 km including all thecoastal States and UTs. Total Exclusive 
Economic Zone (EEZ) is 2.02 million square kilometres. Among these, the Andaman and Nicobar Islands and 
Lakshadweep Islands play vital roles on contributing to the national marine capture fisheries production. Not 
only the production, but also the man and machine behind the production. Unfortunately, till 26thDecember 
2004, these fishermen were not much talked about population. They were considered and included on the 
general national population register. When Tsunami struck the coasts of India on the above fateful date, it 
completely devastated the coast with huge loss of lives and properties. Post Tsunami, to start with 
rehabilitation program, it was realised that the nation is lacking with adequate information about the fisher 
folk population. Thus the Government of India initiated the mission of Marine Fisheries Census for exclusive 
enumeration of fisher folk population and their world. 

First marine fisheries census started on 2005 with the time scale of five years. On this series, the third census 
was conducted in 2016. Andaman and Nicobar group of islands and Lakshadweep islands were also covered 
under the census. 

Andaman & Nicobar group islands are located in the Indian Ocean, the extreme southern reach of Bay of 
Bengal. A total of 836 islands, islets, rocky outcrops comprise to form Andaman & Nicobar group of islands. 
Among these, only 38 are inhabited by human population. Human inhabited geo-locations are divided into 
three districts (South Andaman, North and Middle Andaman and Nicobar), nine tehsil and 169 fishing villages 
having population of 26,521 as per this census. The fishermen population 26,521 is 6.1% of total population of 
Andaman and Nicobar islands (4,34,192 estimated as per 2019 census) with sex ratio of 891 females per 1000 
males. This manuscript covers almost everything of a fisher’s living such as housing, population distribution, 
education, occupation, gender based fishing and allied activities, religion and community, co-operative society, 
aquaculture practice, life saving and electronic equipment, crafts, amenities, infrastructure etc. 

Being a fishery professional for more than four decades, I personally feel this publication is an epitome of 
many facets of coastal fisher folk population of Andaman & Nicobar Islands. It will certainly serve as a ready 
reckoner for the Government, decision makers, professionals, academia and will go a long way in contributing 
to the citizen science. Contributions of enumerators, scientists, administrators, policy makers and each and 
every one are duly acknowledged. Efforts of team FSI and CMFRI were well appreciated for bringing out this 
publication during this tough situation of COVID-19 pandemic. 

I thank each and every one for their contribution on this massive national work of Marine Fisheries Census 
2016. 
   

                       
          (Dr. L. Ramalingam) 

         DIRECTOR GENERAL (I/C) 
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Marine Fisheries Census 2016 of Union Territory 
(U.T.) of Andaman & Nicobar Islands in India was 
carried out in its districts Nicobar, North and 
Middle Andaman and South Andaman covering 
all the 169 marine fishing villages. The scope, time 
frame, and terms used are described in Marine 
Fisheries Census 2016 India Report. Summary of 
significant features noted from the census data 
are given below:

Fishing villages
`` There are 169 marine fishing villages spread 

along dif ferent islands in Andaman & 
Nicobar, of which 51 are in Nicobar, 75 are in 
North & Middle Andaman and 43 in South 
Andaman. The total number of fishermen 
families residing in these villages are 5,944, 
in which 1,468 are in Nicobar, 2,268 are in 
North & Middle Andaman and 2,208 are in 
South Andaman.

`` Out of the 5,944 marine fishermen families 
in this U.T. 4,486 (75.5%) are traditional 
fishermen families.

Population
`` The marine fishermen population size for the 

Andaman & Nicobar group of Islands in India is 
26,521, out of which 7,653 are in Nicobar, 9,902 
are in North & Middle Andaman and 8,966 are 
in South Andaman.

`` In Andaman & Nicobar, 65.1% of the population 
is adults, of which 53.4% are males and 46.6% 
are females.

`` Including children, here the female to male 
ratio is 891 females per 1,000 males. For the 
three districts this ratio is 876 for Nicobar, 895 
for North & Middle Andaman and 900 for 
South Andaman.

Poverty
`` There were 1,486 marine fishermen families 

below poverty line (BPL) in Andaman & Nicobar, 
out of which 36.1% are in Nicobar, 18.2% are 
in North & Middle Andaman and 45.7% in 
South Andaman.

Education
`` In Andaman & Nicobar Islands, 57% of the 

eligible fisherfolk are educated with different 
education levels.

`` About 28.9% of the eligible fisherfolk are with 
primary level of education, 19.9% are with 
higher secondary level, 6.1% are above higher 
secondary level and 2.2% are with graduation 
or above level of education.

Occupation
`` There are 7,788 active fishermen in the U.T. 

of Andaman & Nicobar, of whom 4,593 are 

Summary
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full time fishermen engaged in actual fishing 
and 1,978 are part-time fishermen. Here 1,217 
(15.6%) of the active fisherfolk are engaged in 
fish seed collection with 48.6% of them having 
fulltime engagement in fish seed collection.

`` There are 2,393 fisherfolk engaged in fishing 
allied activities, of whom 68.2% are engaged in 
marketing of fish, 19.4% are engaged in making/
repairing net, 0.9% engaged in curing/processing 
2.2% engaged in peeling and 9.3% engaged as 
fishing related labourers.

`` In Andaman & Nicobar 64.9% of the fisherfolk 
engaged in marketing of fish are females, 73.3% 
of those engaged in making/repairing of net 
are males, 76.2% of those engaged in curing/
processing are males and 65.4% of those 
engaged in peeling are males.

Aquaculture Activities
`` There are 142 fishermen families engaged in 

aquaculture, of which 137 families are engaged 
in fish aquaculture, and rest engaged in other 
types of aquaculture.

`` There are 14 fisherfolk families acquired training 
in aquaculture. In North & Middle Andaman 
no fishermen families acquired training 
in aquaculture.

Religion
`` In the U.T., 68.5% of the marine fishermen 

family belongs to Hindu religion, 30.2% belongs 
to Christianity and 1.2% is Muslims. Out of the 
5,944 marine fishermen families 24.7% are in 
SC/ST community.

Membership in co-operatives
`` There are 762 fisherfolk having membership in 

co-operatives with 74.7% of the memberships 
in fisheries co-operatives. Of the 569 fisherfolks 
having membership in fisheries co-operatives 
60.6% are in South Andaman, 22.0% are 

in North & Middle Andaman and 17.4% are 
in Nicobar.

Craft owned by the fisherfolk
`` The total number of fishing crafts owned by 

the fisherfolk in Andaman & Nicobar with 100% 
ownership is 3,516 in which 27.3% are in Nicobar, 
34.0% are in North & Middle Andaman and 
38.7% are in South Andaman. Under the major 
categorization, among the fishing crafts with full 
ownership, 60.2% are non-motorized, 32.5% 
are inboard fishing crafts, 6.5% are motorized 
with outboard engines and only 0.82% are 
fully mechanized.

`` Gillnetters and Liners are the fully owned 
mechanized fishing crafts and the inboard 
category comprises of wooden built, Iron built 
and wood fiber.

`` In addition to full ownership there are 4 
mechanized liners, 383 inboard vessels and 35 
outboard fishing crafts, in which the fisherfolk 
in the U.T. have partial ownership.

Life saving and electronic 
equipment

`` In Andaman & Nicobar 3,714 marine fishermen 
families have life saving equipment (62.5%) and 
4,710 families have mobile phones (79.2%).

`` Among the fisherfolk families in the state, only 
144 families have GPS and only 5 families have 
radio phones.

Infrastructure
`` In Andaman & Nicobar, 57% of the marine 

fishermen families reside in kutcha houses and 
43% of them are reside in pucca houses. About 
47% of fishermen houses do not have toilet 
facility and 92% of houses are electrified.

`` Most of the marine fishermen families (79%) 
in Andaman & Nicobar depend on tap water 
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facility as source of potable water. For the 
remaining families potable water sources are 
well, hand pump/borewell, etc.

`` In Andaman & Nicobar, out of the 169 marine 
fishermen villages, there are bus stop/bus stand 
in 111 villages, hospitals in 92 villages, post office 
in 50 villages, mobile phone coverage in 131 
villages, cyclone shelters in 40 villages, boat 
landing jetty in 30 villages and 19 villages have 
market facility.

`` There are primary schools in 153 villages, 
secondary schools in 77 villages, colleges in 8 
villages and a technical institution in 1 village.

`` There are 5 ice factories and 4 boat building 
yards and 3 cold storages in Andaman & 
Nicobar.





District-wise tables
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List of  
marine fishing villages
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District : Nicobar

Taluk : Car Nicobar
1. Arong
2. Big Lapathy
3. Chukchucha
4. Kakana
5. Kimious
6. Kinmai
7. Kinyuka
8. Malacca
9. Mus
10. Perka
11. Sawai
12. Small Lapathy
13. Tamaloo
14. Tapoiming
15. Tee Top

Taluk : Great Nicobar
16. Afra Bay
17. Campbell Bay
18. Gandhi Nagar
19. Makachua
20. Pulloullo
21. Pulo Patia
22. Pulobha
23. Pulopanja
24. Rajiv Nagar

Taluk : Nancowry
25. Aloorang
26. Bada Enaka
27. Balu Basthi
28. Bander Khari
29. Beach Dera/Salo Tikra
30. Bengali
31. Champin
32. Changua
33. Chotta Enaka
34. Chukmachi
35. Dening
36. E Wall
37. Hitui
38. Japan Tikry
39. Kakana
40. Kalasi
41. Kamorta
42. Luxi
43. Meenakshi Ram Nagar

44. Minyuk
45. Nout
46. Payuha
47. Pilpilow
48. Ramjaw
49. Tapong
50. Upper Katchal
5 1. Vikash Nagar

District : North & Middle Andaman

Taluk : Digilipur
1. Bandhanala
2. Beach Dera
3. Deshabandhu Gram
4. Durgapur
5. Elezabeth Bay
6. Gandhi Nagar
7. Ganesh Nagar
8. Hari Bay
9. Haridas Katai
10. Hathi Level (Shamnagar)
11. Jagannath Dera
12. Kalapahad
13. Kalighat
14. Kalipur
15. Keralapuram
16. Kishori Nagar
17. Kudhiram Pur
18. Lakshmipur
19. Madhupur
20. Milan Gram
21. Mohanpur
22. Parigara
23. Paschim Sagar
24. Pilone
25. R. B. Pally
26. Radha Nagar
27. Ram Nagar
28. Ramakrishna Gram
29. Sagar Deep
30. Shantinagar
31. Shibpur
32. Shyam Nagar
33. Sree Nagar
34. Subhash Gram
35. Swaraj Gram
36. Talbagan
37. Vidyasagarpalli
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Taluk : Mayabunder
38. Borang
39. Chainpur
40. Danapur
41. Dobidera
42. Dukenagar
43. Fishermen Colony (Mayabunder)
44. Hansipur
45. Harinagar
46. Karmatang
47. Lataw
48. Lucknow
49. Panighat
50. Pinakin Nagar
51. Pokkadera
52. Rampur
53. Shantipur- Dhani Nalla
54. Tugapur
55. Webi

Taluk : Rangat
56. Amkunj
57. Bakultala (Ullidera)
58. Bangaon
59. Bishnupur
60. Dasarathpur
61. Janakpur
62. Kadamtala (Shantipur/K.Dera)
63. Kaushalya Nagar
64. Laxmanpur
65. Long Island
66. Nilamber/Baratang
67. Nimbutala
68. Padmanabhapuram Fc
69. Sabari
70. Shakti Garh
71. Shyamkund
72. Sitapur
73. Sundar Garh (Flat Bay)
74. Uttara (Foster Valley)
75. Yeratta(Sabari)

District : South Andaman

Taluk : Ferrargunj
1. Bamboo Flat
2. Chouldari
3. Collinpur

4. Dandus Point
5. Guptapara
6. Hathi Tapu
7. Hope Town
8. Jirkatang
9. Mannar Ghat
10. Manpur
11. Mitha Khari
12. Namunaghar (Fisheries Colony)
13. North Bay No. 2 & 3
14. Panighat
15. Saithan Khari
16. Shoal Bay
17. Tirrur
18. Tushnabad
19. Wandoor
20. Wright Myo

Taluk : Little Andaman
21. Harminder Bay
22. Hut Bay (Farm Tekry/ Padak Tekry)
23. Netaji Nagar
24. Ramakrishnapur
25. Ravindra Nagar
26. Vivekanandapur

Taluk : Port Blair
27. Brookshabad/Carbynis Cave
28. Burmanalla
29. Chidia Tapu
30. Dairy Farm
31. Dignabad
32. Govinda Nagar
33. Haddo
34. Jungalighat
35. Kala Patthar
36. Laxaman Pur
37. Neil Kendra/Bharatpur
38. Phoneix Bay
39. Prem Nagar
40. Ramnagar/Sitapur
41. Rutland
42. Shyam Nagar
43. Sippighat
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