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Seaweeds (Marine Macroalgae) are important coastal resources valuable both for society and the
environment in many countries.

® Seaweed farming is a green technology with zero input which can act as an important mitigation
measure for reducing the adverse impact of climate change and has the potential to earn carbon
credits for our country.

® Inlindia, seaweed farming is an effective, alternate livelihood option for marine fisher folk.

® Growth of seaweed farming is constrained primarily by the absence of proper marine spatial plans.
In order to address this issue, the ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI), and
CSIR-Central Salt & Marine Chemical Research Institute (CSMCRI) have identified potential sites for
seaweed farming in 9 coastal states and 4 Union Territories of our country.

® A total of 333 sites were identified and detailed map was prepared by ICAR-CMFRI, out of which
trial/farming activities were carried out in 78 sites. A total of 51 sites were identified by
CSIR-CSMCRI, wherein trial/farming activities were carried out.

® MoEF&CC-National Centre for Sustainable Coastal
Management (NCSCM) prepared interactive maps of
potential cultivation sites, incorporating inputs from
ICAR-CMFRI and CSIR-CSMCRI, along with thematic
layers of coastal zone regulations, sensitive ecosystems,
shoreline changes, coastal structures, and village
boundaries.

384 sites identified by ICAR-CMFRI and CSIR-CSMCRI
were categorized into green zones (>1km from CRZ-IA),
amber zones (up to Tkm from CRZ-IA), and blue zones
(within CRZ-IA and ESA), with 24,707 ha. identified as
suitable for seaweed farming, including 3,999.37 ha
classified as green zones, 14,076.77 ha as amber zones,
and 6,631 ha as blue zones.
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® The seaweed production potential of these sites has
been estimated as 10 million tonnes (Net weight/year).
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