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CMEFRI, SEAI in pact for
sustaining trawl bycatch

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: The Central Marine
Fisheries Research Institute
(CMFRI) will provide techni-
cal support to strengthen the
sustainable harvest of 11 se-
lected shrimp and cephalo-
pod trawl fishery resources
of Kerala.

According to the memo-
randum of understanding
(MoU) signed by CMFRI di-
rector A Gopalakrishnan
with A J Tharakan of Seafo-
od Exporters Association of
India (SEAI) on Monday,
CMFRI will provide consul-
tancy to help achieve the fis-
heries management target
levels for these species
caught by trawlers in Kerala.

CMFRI will conduct a re-

search project aimed at as-
sessing the stock health and
fishery performance of kid-
di (karikadi) shrimp, flower
tail (poovalan) shrimp, red
ring deep sea shrimp, nylon
shrimp, deep sea non-penae-
id shrimp, squid, cuttlefish,
octopus, ribbon fish and two
species of threadfin breams.

The SEAI has signed an
MoU with the Marine ste-
wardship certification
(MSC) for certification of
these species to compete in
the international seafood ex-
port market. The consultan-
cy project aims to look at set-
ting fisheries management
target levels for these speci-
es, reporting on the inciden-
tal occurrence of sawfish,
guitarfish and juvenile
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sharks in the trawl fishery of
Kerala and providing indica-
tive management actions.

“With seafood consu-
mers globally shifting to-
wards making informed, he-
althy and sustainable choi-
ces, it becomes critical that
seafood originates from sus-
tainable fisheries,” said A
Gopalakrishnan. Improved
management programmes
would enable the marine fis-
heries sector to gain increa-
sed accesstoseafood markets
worldwide, he added.

The project will focus on
the application of appropria-
te models tailored to the life-
history patterns of the selec-
ted species and strengthe-
ning of the existing database
on the bycatch.



