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S c o m b e r o m o r u s  c o m m e r s o n  is 
c o m m o n ly  k n o w n  as ‘ N a rro v i/-b a rre d  
Spanish m ackere l'. It is knovi/n as Tow ar', 

'Isw an ' or 'An ja ri' in M aharashtra . A  good 
quan tity  o f th is  species, w e igh in g  around 
th ree tonnes, w as caugh t (on one day 
(18 .9 .2007) by hooks and lines operated 
fro m  f ib re g la s s  boa ts  and  th e s e  w ere  
landed at New Ferry W harf, M um bai. In 
addition to these, abou t 200 kg o f tuna 
w ere also landed. The en tire  catch was 
a u c t io n e d  a l the la nd ing  c e n tre  itself, 
fetching a total Rs. 2,25,000. The Unit sale 
p r ic e  pe r kg w a s  Rs. 7 5 /-  T h e  p rice  
fe tched w as com para tive ly  on the lower 
s ide because o f G anesh Chathurth i the 
lim e.

The  hooks and lines w ere  operated by 
s ix  f ib e rg la s s  boats at 30  km north of 
M um bai at a depth of 30-40 m. Each of 
these boats, having over all length o f 14 m 
each fitted with two cy linder 32 HP, IBM 
engines, had four crew m em bers. Locally 
m ad e  h o o k s  o f  N o .4 w e re  used  w ith  
sard ines as bait. The en tire  fishing was 
carried out during early hours o f the day 
and the operation lasted fo r  5-6 hrs. The 
catch was carried ashore by a single carrier 
boat (gill netter), stored in crushed ice and

u n lo a d e d  a t  N ew  F e r ry  W h a r f  fo r  
m arketing.

Le ng th  m ea su re m e n ts  o f  53  o f the 

specim ens caught w ere  taken and it was 
o b s e rv e d  tha t the to ta l le n g th  o f  each 
ranged between 50-93 cm w ith  a m ode at 
70-79 cm  (Fig 1). The we ight o f  each fish 
ranged between 5 to 14 kg.

Hook and line fishing is em erg ing as 
an a lte rn a te  fish ing  sys tem  as do l net 
o p e ra tio n s  are incu rr ing  lo sse s  due to 
lower returns. Hook and lines are operated 
from fibreg lass boats, each o f w h ich  costs 
only rupees four lakhs including the engine, 
w h i le  th e  d o l  n e t te rs  re q u ire  an 
approxim ate investm ent o f abou t Rs. 10- 
12 lakhs. These fibre boats are ow ned by 
the  loca l f ish e rm e n  from  W o r li.  U ttan, 
M ahim  etc. and they em ploy on month ly 
wages crew  from  south India, mostly from 
Kanyakum ari. These crew m en specia lise 
in hook  and line fish ing. H ook and line 
f ish ing  is com m e rc ia lly  v ia b le  because  
expenses per trip are com para tive ly  less, 
w h ile  the  returns from  sale o f fish caught 
will be good. Generally, these hook and line 

f is h e rm e n  u n lo ad  the  c a tc h e s  a t th e ir  
re s p e c t iv e  la n d in g  c e n te rs .  H o w e ve r,

F ig .1 : Length freqency of 

S com berom orus  commerson  landed at 
N .F .W  by hook and lines

w h en eve r th e  catches are very good like 
the presen t one, they unload them at New 
Ferry W harf o r Sasoon Dock so as to get 

a bette r price.

F ishe rm en ’s co-operative societies at 
W o r li ,  U t ta n ,  M a h im  etc. have talcen 
in te re s t  in th is  a l te rn a te  fishery  and 
encourage  the ir mem bers by helping them 
to secure  financ ia l help from co-operative 

banks. G enera lly , the  fishes caught by 
hook and line  are mainly sharks, rays, 
skates, catfishes, eels, tunas etc. However, 
sudden catch  o f  seerfish by hand operated 
hook and line  from  nearshore area has 
genera ted in te rest among fishermen and 

fish  m erchants.
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