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T he ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute 
(CMFRI) has extended support to Andaman and 

Nicobar Islands to launch online data collection 
of marine fish catch from 74 fish landing centres/
points in the archipelago. The data collection was 
formally launched on 19th October 2022, following a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the CMFRI 
and the Department of the Fisheries of the Andaman 
and Nicobar Administration.

As part of the MoU, CMFRI introduced its sampling 
methodology for the estimation and analysis of the 
catch data through Fish Catch Survey and Analysis 
(FCSA) software from landing centres of the islands by 
using electronic tablets.  The institute also trained the 
enumerators, deployed by the Andaman Administration, 
to collect the catch data using CMFRI methodology. 
This is the first time the marine fish catch data is 
collected from the archipelago with statistically 
supported software.

While inaugurating the initiative, G Sudhakar, IAS, 
Fisheries Secretary to the Administration said that 
introduction of CMFRI’s methodology would help the 
islands to generate a reliable database on marine fish 
catch and fishing efforts which will help fix various 
developmental plans in the island’s marine fisheries 

sector. “CMFRI’s support will help estimate both 
resource-wise and fishing gear-wise fish landings”, he 
said. He also sought CMFRI’s technical support in the 
development of deep-sea fishing, seaweed farming and 
cage fish farming in the Andaman Islands. 

CMFRI Director Dr. A. Gopalakrishnan said that CMFRI 
has been regularly collecting marine fish catch data 
from all the fish landing centres in the country using 
this software, which is recognised by the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the UN. “Though the 
data is collected for research purposes, CMFRI shares 
the information with the government of India and the 
coastal states who have inked MoU with the institute”, 
he said. CMFRI already signed MoU with Maharashtra, 
Goa, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu in collecting 
marine fish catch data. Dr. Gopalakrishnan added that 
the Andaman Islands are highly prospective for the 
marine ornamental fishery, seaweed farming and cage 
fish farming. 

Trained enumerators collecting marine fish catch data 
in Andaman and Nicobar Islands during the trial run 

prior to the launch of the initiative
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NUTRITIONISTS UNLOCKS THE REAL VALUE OF INSECT MEAL TO 
CONSIDER IT AS AN ENTIRELY NEW PRODUCT CATEGORY

I nsect meal manufacturers face nutritional benchmarking (amino 
acid profiles, digestibility, crude protein content) and price 

anchoring issues when compared to fish meal. According to them 
the true value of insect-based products – which lie in the differences; 
and not similarities to fish meal, has to be looked into and consider 
insect-based ingredients as an entirely new product category, with 
new value propositions and use cases. To optimize the use of insect-
based ingredients in feed formulations, the focus should be on the 
contribution of biological molecules and their capacity to deliver 
improved performance on some key indicators and not be on drawing 
parallels to fish meal and the macronutrient composition.
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