& TR

lgllSI nCSS I Ji nC 21 October 2022

Andaman & Nicobar Islands,
CMFRIin pact for data collection

TAPPING TECH. Sea catch data will be captured using software

{MoU) between the
CMFRI and the
of the Fisheries of the Anda-
man and Nicobar
Aspartofthe MoU, CMFRI
introduced its  sampling
 for the estima-
tion and analysis of the catch
data through fish catch sur-
vey and analvsis (FCSA) soft-
ware at the landing centres
using clectronic tablets.
The Institute also trained
the enumerators, deploved by

the Island Administration, to
collect the catch data. This is
the first time the marine fish
catch data is collected from
the archipelago with statistic-
ally supported software.

Inaugurating the initiative,
G Sudhakar, Fisheries Secret-
ary to the Island Administra-
tion, said the introduction of
CMFRI’s methodology would
help the islands generate a re-
liable database on marine fish
catchand will help the admin-
istration in fixing various de-
velopmental plans in the is-
land’s marine fisheries sector.

“CMFRI's support  will
help estimate both resource-
wisc and fishing gear-wise
fish landings,” he said,

He also sought CMFRI's
technical supfport in the de-
velopment of deep-sea fish-
ing, seaweed farming and
cage fish farming in the Anda-
man Islands.

CMFRI Director A Go-
palakrishnan said the insti-
tute has been regularly col-
lecting marine fish catch data
from all the fish landing
centres in the country using
this software, which is recog-
nised by the Food and Agn-
culture Organisation,

Though the data is collec-
ted for research purposes,
CMFR] shares the informa-
tion with the government and
the coastal States that have
inked MoUs with the insti-
fure.

CMFRI already signed
MoU with Maharashtra, Goa,
Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil
Nadu in collecting marine
fish catch data. Andaman Is-
lands are highly prospective
for the marine ornamental
fishery, scaweed farming and
cage fish farming,



