
Cadalmin : CMFRI Newsletter No. 13312

Rare species of sting ray caught in
live condition off Chettuva, Thrissur

Urogymnus asperrimus commonly
known as porcupine ray is a rare

species of sting ray in the family
Dasyatidae and the only member of its
genus. This bottom-dwelling species  is
found throughout the tropical Indo-
Pacific, as well as off West Africa. It favors
sand, coal rubble and seagrass habitats
in inshore waters to a depth of 30 m.
The porcupine ray has a nearly circular,

Live porcupine ray Urogymnus asperrimus caught off Chettuva

Porcupine ray Urogymnus asperrimus

p l a i n - c o l o r e d
pectoral fin disc and
a thin tail without
any f in folds.
Uniquely within its
family, it lacks a
venomous stinging
spine. However, an
adult ray can stil l
defend itself ably
with the many large,
sharp thorns found
over its disc and tail.
Unregulated fishing

has led to this species declining in many
parts of its range and thus has been listed
as Vulnerable by the International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
The species is protected under
Schedule I of the Indian Wildl i fe
(Protection) Act, 1972.

A live specimen of female porcupine
ray measuring 60.5 cm in disc width was
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Self Help Group (SHG) on value addition at Mandapam

A SHG ''Marina'' which comprised of 10 female members at
Mandapam, Tamil Nadu established a fish processing unit. They

have been financially assisted by the Government, Non-Governmental
Organizations (NGOs) and banks. A group of five members is eligible
to avail `1.00 lakh as loan. Out of this `1.00 lakh, ` 50,000 is given as
subsidy through the concerned promoting agency. Remaining ̀  50,000
is availed by the members through bank loan at nominal interest, which
has to be repaid within one to two years. They have developed ready
to fry squid, anchovy, sardine, prawns and seer fish. They also developed
prawn and seer fish pickles. They are confident that through this activity
they could be free from the hands of private money lenders and can
substantially improve their livelihood.

(Reported by
Johnson, B. and G. Gopakumar, Mandapam Regional Centre)SHG women involved in fish processing

Visakhapatnam RC Participated in 7th Aqua Tech Expo-2012

CMFRI participated in the 7th Aqua
Tech Expo-2012 at Amalapuram,

East Godavari District, Andhra Pradesh
from 15th to 16th May, 2012.
Shri. P. Viswaroop, Honorable Minister of
Fisheries, Govt. of Andhra Pradesh visited
the CMFRI pavilion and appraised of the
latest technologies and products developed
by CMFRI and on culture demonstrations
of Pompano and Cobia in West Godavari.
The staff of Visakhapatnam RC of CMFRI,
Visakhapatnam led by Dr. Shubhadeep
Ghosh, Sr. Scientist attended the
expo by installing CMFRI pavilion.

caught in gill net by fishermen off Chettuva
in Thrissur District, Kerala
on 25th May 2012.  On receiving
information from the fishermen, a team
from Demersal Fisheries Division,
CMFRI visited the site. There were
injuries on the body of the ray due to
handling and hence the specimen was
brought a l ive to CMFRI marine
hatchery complex and was kept in a 5
t capacity FRP tank after g iv ing
prophylactic treatments. Though the
ray survived in captivity, it succumbed
to the injuries after a period of 7 days.
Tissue sample has been collected for
DNA barcoding and genetic analysis.

(Demersal Fisheries Division)

Shri. P. Viswaroop, Honorable Minister of Fisheries, Government of
Andhra Pradesh visiting the stall of CMFRI.
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