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CMFRI management
Advisory on sustainable
fisheries:
Deputy Commissioner
bans FAD-based
Cuttle fishery from
January 2012

 The Representatives of Malpe
Fishermen's Association and Deep
Sea Fishermen's Association objected
to the practice of fishing for cuttlefish
using Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs)
along the Karnataka coast.

 A meeting was convened by the
Deputy Commissioner, Udupi
District, in the presence of local MLA,
Project Co-ordinator, Malpe Fishing
Harbour Project, Assistant Director
of Fisheries, Udupi District and
fishermen representatives from the
mechanized sector and the FAD
operators on the 5th November,
2011.

 Fishermen groups engaged in fishing
cuttlefish using hook & lines near pre-
deployed FADs informed that they
had made huge investments for
employing labourers, and banning
this practice with immediate effect
would incur enormous financial loss.

 Deputy Commissioner, Udupi
District, informed that Research
findings of CMFRI have suggested
that fishing of cuttlefish using FADs is
destructive to the fishery.

 Hon'ble MLA suggested that in the
interest of both the parties, FAD
fishing of cuttlefish may be permitted
up to the end of January 2012.
Thereafter a decision may be taken
to ban fishing using FAD.

 In view of the destructive nature of
this fishing practice as revealed by
studies carried out by CMFRI, the
hook and line fishery for cuttlefish
using FADs was banned after the end
of January 2012. The DC directed
the Department of Fisheries to take
necessary action to ban the same
through out Karnataka coast by a
Government Order.

Black pearls produced through culture;
A pioneering successful effort in the country

Under the MoES funded blacklip pearl
oyster farming project operated

from Port Blair in Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, the first pair of cultured black
pearls were produced.  The oysters
Pinctada margaritifera were seeded by a
Tahitian expert in February 2011 and after
more than 300 days, the pearls were
harvested.  The pearls were oval/
baroque in shape, measuring 4.8x3.7
mm and weighed nearly 80 mg. The
pearls which were grey-black with golden
hue were valued at US$ 40-50 each.
The oysters were held in a sub-surface
longline in chaplets with wire mesh cover.

Considering the success of pearl
production and hatchery rearing of spat
the MoES has extended the project in
the 12th plan period also.

(Molluscan Fisheries Division)

Bumper catch of Ghol
at Jakhau, Gujarat

Jakhau (23° 14.5' N and
68° 36.5" E) is an

important seasonal
(September to April) fishing
centre in Kutch district of
Gujarat. Protonibea diacanthus,
locally known as 'Ghol' is one
of the commercially
important fishes on
northwest coast of India.
The swim bladder of Ghol,
after sun drying, is
processed into clarifying
agent, the isinglass, for the
beverage industry. The
bladder of this species
fetches a very high market
price owing to its excellent
quality. On 24th April, 2012
a total of 375 numbers of
Ghol landed at Jakhau. The
catch was caught in Gill net (Multi
filaments) which is locally called as "Jada
Jaal". As per observation and historical
reports, this is the first time bumper
landing of Ghol fishes in this area.
Mr. HasanIsha Bhaya is the fisherman
who got the bumper catch of Ghol in his
Gillnetter craft named "Al Kadari" with 42
feet craft size with 88 hp motor. In a
personal interview he told that he got this
catch from North-West Shekhranpirs
Creek & near Haji Ibrahimdadas Creek
with depth of operation 8 - 10 meter.
The catch was sold at ̀ 70, 05,850 which
composed of 54.5% of male fishes of

>15Kg size which fetches more price
in the market compared to the female
one. The swimbladder of males are
preferred as they had more clarifying
property. A catch of 2246 Kg of male
and 3218 kgs of female ghols were
caught which had a size range of 15 Kg
and above. Male fishes of 15 Kg and
above were sold at `1700/Kg and
females were sold at much lower price
of ` 800/Kg. The purchased fish was
brought to Veraval by road in refrigerated
containers for further processing.

(Veraval Regional Centre)
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