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FCR of 1:2.8 in the seabass culture:
Karwar RC achieves record

Seabass weighing 2.8 kgHarvested Seabass

3 m. cage in the marine farm of CMFRI

Highest growth rate of seabass with 2.1 kg of average weight
has been recorded for the first time in marine cage farm

of Karwar, after 11 months stocking period. Seabass fingerlings
from RGCA, Sirkali stocked in the cages in the month of January

2011 were harvested in the first week of December. The
minimum size observed was 1.8 Kg (49 cm) and the maximum
was 2.7 Kg (58 cm). The feed used in the experiment was oil
sardines. The FCR obtained in the experiment is 1:2.8.

Low cost cage for low income  fishermen:
Karwar RC’s innovation

Development of low cost 3m-dia cages at Karwar Research
Centre for demonstration of cage culture of sea bass,

snappers and sea breams. Low cost cage technology was
demonstrated by Karwar Research Centre to the local fisher
folk so as to motivate them to take up small scale cage farming.
The cage is manufactured by using GI pipes of 1.5" diameter
painted with epoxy paint.  For floatation 6 fiber barrels inflated
with 28 lb air was used. The cage is provided with an inner
HDPE net of 18 mm and an outer HDPE net of 48 mm. For
mooring purpose 1.5 tonne concrete blocks are used. The
stocking capacity of this cage is about 2000 fingerlings of sea
bass and has a production capacity of 1.5 tonne fish. The total
cost of the cage including cage, floats, nets, mooring etc is only
about Rs.50,000.

CMFRI introduces open sea farming of
Pompano and Cobia at Karwar

Cobia fingerlings in the cage Pompano feeding on minced oil sardines

Farming of Pompano, Trachynotus
blochi  and Cobia, Rachycentron

canadum  was initiated in open sea cages
for the first time by CMFRI at Karwar.
2000 fingerlings of Cobia with an average
length of 9cm and 2500 numbers of
Pompano with an average length of 5cm
was transported from the Mandapam
Regional Centre of CMFRI in October
2011. These seeds were stocked in two
6 meter cages in the marine farm of
CMFRI at Karwar. Feeding was initiated
on the same day evening by minced
sardine meat. Cobia had shown a growth
rate of 14 cm in one month where as
pompano had grown by 6 cm in one
moth. No mortality had occurred either
in transportation or in the cages. Both
species offers immense potential for
farming in the coastal waters.
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