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The Slender Sunfish, Ranzania laevis,
is a mola belonging to the family

Molidae. It is the only member of the
genus Ranzania, found globally in tropical
and temperate seas. They are oceanic
and found in depths ranging from 1 to
140m. The Slender Sunfish is the most
elongate species of sunfish and the
maximum reported size is 100.0 cm
(Total Length).  R. laevis is a distinctively
shaped fish; they lack a true tail and
instead have a clavus.

One specimen of Ranzania laevis
measuring 550mm in total length was
landed at Chinnapalam fish landing centre
at Pamban, south-east coast of India on
11th November 2011. The fish was an
incidental catch in kalamkatti valai (similar
to gill net) which is operated in this locality
and is a rare occurrence in this area. In
fresh condition, the fish is silver coloured
with dark grey above, brownish green
on sides, with dark stripes. R. laevis is a
harmless fish and the IUCN Red List
Status is ‘Not Evaluated’.

(Reported by: K. Vinod & N. Ramamurthy,
Mandapam Regional Centre of CMFRI)

Slender Sunfish landed at Chinnapalam (Pamban),
south-east coast of India

Shri. Nagadoss of
Vedalai achieves
record profit
through lobster
fattening

Expenditure
Fish nets ` 15,000
Seeds  (65 kgs @ 300 per kg) ` 20,000
Casuarinas pole ` 2,000
Feed ` 18,000
Travel ` 5,000
Total `̀̀̀̀ 60,000
Income
190 kgs @ ` 1150 per kg (average) ` 2,18,500
Profit ` 1,58,500

Shri.Nagadoss sharing his experience

(Reported by: Johnson, B, and G. Gopakumar,
Mandapam Regional Centre of CMFRI)

Mandapam Regional Centre of
CMFRI conducted the

demonstration of lobster farming through
Capture Based Aquaculture in open sea
cages during the year 2009. Through this
demonstration Shri.Nagadoss from
Vedalai village, Ramanathapuram district,
Tamil Nadu learnt about lobster fattening.
After gaining more knowledge, he
innovated his own design of cage with
dimension 60×60 feet, covered by fish
net on all sides supported by casuarina
poles on four sides with two
compartments (30×20 feet) and
introduced 800 seeds of lobster collected
from the wild in the year 2010. After six
months he harvested around 190 kgs of
lobster and gained a profit of  `1.585
Lakhs. The details of expenditure and
income are given below:
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