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Harvest of Asian Seabass from Open Sea Cage Culture

at Antarvedi, East Godavari, Andhra Pradesh

Under cage culture demonstration

project, sponsored by the Ministry

of Agriculture, Govt. of India, operated

by the Central Marine Fisheries Research

Institute at Antarvedi, East Godavari

District, Andhra Pradesh the harvest was

done on 6th July, 2011 in the presence of

Shri Rapaka Bara Prasad, Hon'ble MLA observing the fish growth Harvest in progress

Shri Rapaka Bara Prasad, Hon'ble

Member of Legislative Assembly, Andhra

Pradesh and other dignitaries. A total of

5.95 t was harvested from the cage. The

circular HDPE 6mt. diameter cage was

moored with coconut poles and stocked

with 10,000 numbers of Seabass seed

with average wt. of 24 g in the Month of

December, 2010.  The fish were fed with

trash fish available from the nearby landing

centre. The maximum size recorded

during the harvested was 1.6 kg. with an

average weight of 0.8 kg. The percentage

of survival recorded was 74 %.

Spurt  in threadfin bream landings following the monsoon

trawl ban at Cochin and Neendakara

Spurt in the landings of threadfin

breams  was recorded during the

month of August, 2011 immediately

following the monsoon trawl ban, at

Cochin, Munambam as well as

Neendakara fisheries harbours. Threadfin

breams formed >90% in the trawl

landings on most of the days during the

first half of the month comprising mainly

Nemipterus mesoprion, in spite of the

heavy exploitation of juveniles of the

species in the preceding years. According

to the fishermen, the landings at Cochin

and Munambam harbours were caught

mainly from the fishing grounds off

Ponnani-Chettuva and at Neendakara

from Anchuthengu area where they

could locate rich grounds for threadfin

breams at depths ranging 100-125 m.

The catches were sent mainly to

Mangalore/Ullal for surumi production

and also to local markets in Kerala as well

as Tamil Nadu for consumption. The

spurt in landings led to lowering of the

price which came down to around `15

to 25 per kg at the harbour. However,

the landings of threadfin breams started

showing a decline from 20 August

onwards.
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