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Heavy landings of Pinjalo pinjalo and Kathala axillaris at Chennai

On 19-02-2011, 1.6 tonnes of

Pinjalo pinjalo (Family: Lutjanidae),

locally called as “Periya kizhichan,” was

landed by mechanised gillnets at Chennai

Fisheries Harbour. The size range was

Pinjalo pinjalo landed at Chennai Kathala axillaris landed at Chennai

480-689 mm with dominant mode at

620-639 mm.

On 19-02-2011, 2.2 tonnes of the

sciaenid, Kathala axillaris was landed by

multiday thangal trawlers. The size

ranged from 110 to 169 mm with

dominant mode at 130-139 mm.

(Reported by  S. Rajapackiam,

Madras RC of CMFRI)

Research Highlights

Large size Giant devil rays landed  at Chennai

On 04-06-2011, three numbers of

large sized (DW 410-475mm)

Giant Devil Ray Manta birostris were

landed by gillnet at Chennai Fisheries

Harbour.  The weight ranged from 650

kg to 1000 kg. The rays were sold for Rs

10200/-, Rs16400/- and Rs 22600/-. On

09-06-2011, six numbers of the same

species were landed by gillnet and these

rays were totally auctioned for about Rs

100000/-. The rays were priced high due

to the high value of their gill rakers.

(Reported by T. Hameed Batcha,

S. Rajapackiam & S. Subramaniam,

Madras RC of CMFRI)

Six specimens of the Rock shrimp

Sicyonia parajaponica Crosnier,  

2003 was landed at Sakthikulangara

fishing harbour , Kollam. This is the first

record from Indian EEZ. This species is

very close to Sicyonia japonica Balss,

1914 and its main morphological

characters are: the dorsal carina of the

carapace high and cut in six or seven

teeth, the hepatic spine well developed

and infraorbital lobe rounded or slightly

biangular. The tooth of the second dorsal

abdominal segment well developed and

strong. This species has been previously

reported from Taiwan Sea, South China,

Philippines, the northwest coast Australia,

Andaman Sea in Thailand and Gulf of Aden

and are reported at 10 to 200 m depths. (Pelagic and Crustacean Fisheries Division)

Occurrence of  Rock shrimp from Indian waters
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