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Among squid catches, frequent by-

catch of Diamond squid was

observed during this year along Gujarat

coast. The diamond shaped squid,

Thysanoteuthis rhombus is a non-

abundant epipelagic inhabitant of warm

tropical waters of the Indian Ocean. It

has a bright red coloured body with fins

occupying the entire length of the mantle,

being broader in the middle and tapering

at both anterior and posterior ends,

which give its name as rhomboid or

diamond squid.  Even if it is in lesser

numbers, this species

is showing frequent

occurrence in the

trawl catches along

with Loligo

duvaucelli. This

species started

appearing regularly as

an incidental catch

Breeding season of green mussel,

Perna viridis at Mocha,Veraval

Spat falling of Green Mussel, Perna

viridis, was observed during the

month of February. Size of mussel spats

ranged from 1.1 to 2.0 cms. This shows

a winter breeding season for the green

mussels of Mocha. In southern India,

monsoon and summer seasons were

the reported seasons of mussel breeding

in the wild. Spats were found attached

to the rocks in the intertidal area of

Mocha.

(Reported by  Mohammed Koya K,

Sreenath K R, Anbarassu M and

Pradeep S, Veraval RC)

Research Highlights

Occurrence of Diamond squid

at Veraval

Mussel spats attached on the rock

from last year (2010) onwards. Usually

processing plants discard this squid

because of its ammonia flavour of flesh.

Sti l l  few were sold in market for

Heavy landings of juvenile threadfin bream at Munambam and Cochin

Large quantities of the threadfin

bream Nemipterus mesoprion

were landed by trawlers at Cochin and

Munambam Fisheries Harbours during

January – Februray 2011. The characteristic

feature of the landings was the dominance

of juveniles in the size range of  60 – 110

mm TL, contributing  70 - 90% of the

landings of the species in terms of estimated

numbers. A total of about 80 tons of  N.

mesoprion  were landed at  Munambam

Fisheries Harbour on a single day on

18  February 2011. The entire catch which

is sold at ̀  20/- to 40/- per kg  is iced, loaded

in trucks and taken to Mangalore for

utilization as rawmaterial for surimi

production.

(Reported by

K.S. Sobhana,

P.K. Seetha and P.T. Manii

Demersal Fisheries Division

domestic consumption namely in Diu

market.

(Reported by R Thangavelu,

Sreenath K R, Mohammed Koya K, and

Shiju P, Veraval RC)
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