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Research Highlights

Hatchery produced spat of green mussel

in open sea cages

Hatchery produced spat of green

mussel Perna viridis was grown in

the open sea in Netlon cages From 15

December 2010 to 15 February 2011.

Good growth and significant production

was recorded in a period of 61 days.

Nearly 5 kg of spat were stocked in 12

cages: the average weight of the spat was

1.42 g.  After a period of two months 20

Kg mussels were harvested, recording 4

times increase in total weight. Due to high

infestation of barnacles on the cages, the

experiment was terminated.  However,

the mussels were restocked in bigger

netlon cages for further growth and

production.

Hatchery produced spat of green

mussel Perna viridis (3rd cycle) were

stocked in netlon cages and suspended

from a rack in Bhimili estuary to test the

suitability of Bhimili estuary for mussel

farming and to see the growth of spat in

the Bhimili estuary. The spat measured

an average length of 1.5 mm and 0.5 g.

A huge bunch of egg capsules of Sepia

sp. (tentatively identified as Sepia aculeata)

comprising nearly 1000 capsules

obtained from VFH were maintained in

the hatchery on   24-11-2010 . Within a

span of 10 days, hatching occurred and a

Hatchery produced

spat grown in sea

total of   720 hatchings were obtained.

The hatching was over 72 %. The

hatchlings were fed Artemia  nauplii

during the first week of rearing,

thereafter minced Acetes sp were given

as feed to the hatchlings. The hatchlings

were reared up to 25 days after which there

was total mortality due to high temperature

and fluctuations in salinity.

(Visakhapatnam Regional Centre)

Live specimen of

the Sea apple

Pseudocolochirus sp.

landed at Chennai

A live specimen of the colourful sea

apple Pseudocolochirus sp. was

obtained from bottom-set gill net

landings at Beasant Nagar, Chennai.

The animal was found to have been

entangled in a monofilament bottom-

set gill net of 1.5-2" mesh size,

operated at 10 fathoms depth off the

coast of Beasant Nagar.

(Madras Research Centre)

The sea apple Pseudocolochirus sp.

obtained at Chennai

Successful

breeding and

seed production of

blackfinned

anemonefish

at Vizhinjam RC

Black finned anemone fish or Maldives

anemone fish-Amphiprion nigripes  is

a native species of Western Indian Ocean

and has good demand for fish hobbyists

throughout the world. The demand is

mostly met from the wild collections

which are threatening the wild stock and

habitat. Brood stock of Amphiprion

nigripes was successfully developed at

Vizhinjam  RC of CMFRI. The fecundity

ranged from 400 to 600 per egg clutch.

Survival of the larvae ranged between

60 to 80 % during the first 30 days.

Production has started in commercial

quantities at Vizhinjam Centre.

Broodstock of seven species of clown

fishes are being maintained in hatchery.

(Reported by B. Santhosh and

M.K. Anil, Vizhinjam RC )

Amphiprion nigripes




