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Research Highlights

Occurrence of the spider crab with a sea anemone on

its carapace at Mandapam waters

Generally, the spider crabs are known

to carry some objects and animals

on their backs using their hooked setae

just to camouflage or to get mutual

benefit.  Previous investigations carried

out on these species have reported   the

habit of carrying the sea anemones on

their carapace. Large specimens,

especially females, carry 2-4 anemones

of varying sizes on their carapace. The

anemones attach themselves their sole

to the dense velvet-like setae of the crab’s

carapace. During the day, the crabs

themselves hide in the sand/mud, and

only the anemones are obvious. When

one physically detaches the anemones

from the crab and leaves them next to it,

the crab “plants” the anemones back.

Spider crab with a sea anemone on its carapace

In the present observation the

berried Doclea ovis (Fabricius,1787)

female with its  orange colored

developing eggs was seen carrying the

sea anemone as shown in the

photographs.

(V. S. Kakati, Viniod K.

and N. Ramamurthy,

Mandapam Regional Centre of CMFRI)

Three cell lines developed

from the grouper

Three successful cell lines have been

developed from the spleen and gill

tissues of the Malabar grouper,

Epinephelus malabaricus. EM4SpEx

derived from explants of spleen tissue has

been passaged 133 times over a period

of 3 years. EM2GEx and EM3G Ex both

initiated from gill explants have crossed

122 and 138 passages respectively over

3 years. All the cell lines grow at an

optimum temperature of 28 + 2 ºC in

Leibovitz L-15 medium supplemented

with 2 to 5% foetal bovine serum. The

cell lines have also been characterised by

karyotyping. All the three lines have been

successfully cryo-preserved in liquid

EM4SpEx

EM2GEx

EM3GEx

nitrogen and on revival shows very good

survival rate.

(K.S. Sobhana,

Demersal Fisheries Division)

First record of Nemipterus bipunctatus

in Mangalore Coast

Nemipterus bipunctatus

Five specimens of Nemipterus

bipunctatus (Valenciennes, 1830) was

landed by a multiday trawler in Mangalore

on 23 November, 2010. This species has

generally been reported under the name

Nemipterus delagoae or Nemipterus

bleekeri. This species is commonly called

delagoa threadfin bream.
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