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Cultured seabass harvested at Mandapam Regional Centre

Observing the seabass harvest

A successful harvest of seabass (Lates

calcarifer) (Tamil: Koduva) farmed in
sea cages by Mandapam Regional Centre
of CMFRI was conducted on 20 th

October 2010 at Mandapam. This
programme was a part of the open sea
cage farming demonstration project
funded by the Ministry of Agriculture. The
hatchery produced seeds of seabass
were successfully reared and stocked in
two sea cages of 6 m diameter made of
HDPE frames. The stocking was done
during the month of February 2010. The
farming was carried out for a period of
seven months by feeding the fishes with
locally available low value fishes like
sardines. Methods for periodic cleaning
and net cage exchange were also
developed. The average initial length and
weight of the fingerlings were 10 cm and
14 g respectively. The average final length
and weight of the harvested fish ranged
from 36 to 50 cm and from 500 to
1500 g, respectively. The modal length

was 41 cm and the average weight of
the harvested fish was 800 g. The harvest

was witnessed by the representatives of
Self-Help Groups supported by NGOs.

Open sea floating cage at Antarvedi

Under MOA project, one 6 m dia

open sea floating cage at Antarvedi,

West Godavari district, Andhra Pradesh

was launched on 9th December, 2010 for

the culture of Asian Seabass (Lates

calcarifer). About 8000 nos. of seabass
seed average wt. 35 g. was stocked and
being fed with trash fish in a proportionate

manner. The culture is in progress and
another two 6 m dia floating cages are in
the process of launching at the same
place.

Loligo singhalensis landed at Pamban

Heavy landings of Loligo singhalensis

by trawlers at Pamban

Heavy landings of Loligo singhalensis,

Ortmann, 1891 was observed  at

Pamban, along the Gulf of Mannar Coast,

Tamil Nadu during the first fortnight  of

November ,2010 as bycatch from

trawlnet fisheries mainly targeting

medium to large pelagics off Pamban.

The landings of  this squid were ranging

from ½ - 1 tonne per boat. The length

and weight range were 102 – 216 mm

and  27 – 94.4 g respectively. The

sex ratio (M:F) was found to be 1:

0.66. The gonads of both sex was

observed to be  fully ripe condition.

The size of  male was   relatively

larger than female. The catch was

sold at the rate of  Rs. 50 /kg i.e

cheaper than the prize of

cuttlefishes(120/Kg).

(Mandapam Regional Centre)

Unusual heavy landings
of unicorn leather
jacket at Chennai
Fisheries Harbour

During the period from September

to December 2010, unusually

heavy landings of unicorn leather jacket

Aluterus monoceros (Linnaeus 1758)

were landed at Chennai Fisheries

Harbour. Particularly in the month of

November 2010 about 15 tonnes of

unicorn leather jacket were landed by

Mechanised Thangal Trawlers. The size

range was 380-469 mm and the weight

range was 550-950 g. The fishes were

sold at the rate of Rs.50/- per fish.

(Chennai ResearchCentre)
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