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Seasonal jellyfish fishery in Jakhau, Gujarat.

Make hay while the sun shines’, this

forms the motto of Jakhau’s

fishermen community after their waters

has been infested by seasonal jellyfish

blooms. The gillnets mainly operated by

motorized boats used to get affected by

the heavy deposition of jellyfish masses

and thereby making them less efficient.

Of late, backed by the heavy demand

from China and South East Asian markets,

fisher folks adapted to this situation by

harvesting the jellyfishes itself. In Jakhau,

around 75 odis (fibre glass canoes with

inboard engine) are involved in jellyfish

collection using multifilament gillnets.

Each odi brings harvest of around one

tonne of jellyfish per day. The fishery has

two seasons viz, November-December

and April-May. Only one buyer was

noticed there who procures the fish from

the fishermen and carries out initial

processing near the landing centre itself.

These are then transported to Veraval for

further processing and export by the

buyer. The production reported for the

season is approximately 800 tonnes as per

the buyer which is more than three times

of the previous years landing of 250 t.

Jellyfish (Fam: Rhizostomatidae) at Jakhau

Unloading plastic bags containing jellyfishes

Seasonal ginger

prawn fishery in

Gulf of Kutch

Fishing for the ginger prawn (Metapenaeus

kutchensis George, George and Rao,

1963), a seasonal fishery, started towards the

end of July, 2010 in various places such as

Madherki, Tikker and Chera of Soorajbari

district adjacent to the Little Rann of Kutch in

the Gulf of Kutch region of Gujarat. The team

of scientist and technical staff of the centre

made periodic visits to these centres during

fishing season and collected hydrographic and

fishery data. The fishing season starts towards

the end of July every year when the creeks

and adjoining areas of the Little Rann of

Kutch get flooded by the south-west

monsoon rains and lasts until these places

are dried up in October. The fishery was

better compared to the previous year and

in Tikker and Surajbari (Chera) 630 tons

of prawns valued at Rs 5.3 crores 840 t

valued at Rs 5.88 crore respectively

were fished within a period of 2 months.

The constraints and advantages of the

fishery are being studied by the centre.

Research Highlights

Four finger threadfin spotted at Chennai

Eleutheronema tetradactylum

Occurrence of the Threadfin group,

Polynemidae family, species

Eleutheronema tetradactylum is

reported for the f irst t ime along

Chennai coast. Usually  Polynemus

indicus group of threadfin is  only landed

at Chennai coast.    On 25.11.2010,

about 100 kgs of four finger threadfin

was landed by Mechanised trawler at

Chennai Fisheries Harbor. The size

range was 250-289 mm and the weight

range was 140-200 g.  This species has

been previously reported from Cochin,

India in 1980.

(Reported by S. Mohan and S.

Rajapakyam, Madras RC of CMFRI)
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