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Report of 
Thyrsitoides 
marleyi from south 
eastern Arabian 
Sea, India 

stranding of pneumatophores in the 
beaches of Dakshina Kannada. 

(Reported by Divya Viswambharan*, K. M. 
Rajesh, Prathibha Rohit, Raju Saravanan, 
K. K. Joshi and S. Srinath | Mangalore 
Regional Centre of ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries 
Research Institute)

Table 1. Hydrographical parameters of Dakshina Kannada Coast (0-50m from coast) during second 
week of September 2020.

Date Landing centre
Wave 
Direction

Wave Height 
( m)

Wind 
Direction

Wind  
Speed (m/s)

SST 
(oC)

14.09.2020 Mangalore NE 6-7 SE-E 14-40 28

Mulki NE 6-7 SE-E 14-40 28

New Mangalore NE 6-7 SE-E 14-40 28

Suratakal Pt NE 6-7 SE-E 14-40 28

13.09.2020 Mangalore NE 6-7 E 18-36 28

Mulki NE 6-7 E 18-36 28

New Mangalore NE 6-7 E 18-36 28

Suratakal Pt NE 6-7 E 18-36 28

12.09.2020 Mangalore NE 6-7 E 18-29 28

Mulki NE 6-7 E 18-29 28

New Mangalore NE 6-7 E 18-29 28

Suratakal Pt NE 6-7 E 18-29 28

11.09.2020 Mangalore NE 7-8 E-NE 22-36 28

Mulki NE 7-8 E-NE 22-36 28

New Mangalore NE 7-8 E-NE 22-36 28

Suratakal Pt NE 7-8 E-NE 22-36 28

10.09.2020 Mangalore NE 6-7 NE-NW 4-29 28

Mulki NE 6-7 NE-NW 4-29 28

New Mangalore NE 6-7 NE-NW 4-29 28

Suratakal Pt NE 6-7 NE-NW 4-29 28

09.09.2020 Mangalore NE 6-7 NE-NW 4-29 28

Mulki NE 6-7 NE-NW 4-29 28

New Mangalore NE 6-7 NE-NW 4-29 28

Suratakal Pt NE 6-7 NE-NW 4-29 28

A single specimen of Blacksail snake 
mackerel Thyrsitoides marleyi having 
121 cm total length (TL) was found in 
the landings of a multiday trawler on 
10/09/2021 at Munambam Fisheries 
Harbour, Kochi, Kerala. The trawl had 
reportedly fished at a depth of 80-100 

or blue button jelly belongs to the 
family Porpitidae (Phylum: Cnidaria, 
Class: Hydrozoa) and in live condition is 
made of pneumatophores and hydroid 
colony. The golden-brown round and 
flat chitinous pneumatophore are 
2-3cm wide while the hydroid colony 
is usually bright turquoise blue and 
looks similar to the tentacles of a jelly 
fish. The branchlets of the colony end 
in knots of nematocysts. The size of 
pneumatophores stranded in the 
beaches of Dakshina Kannada ranged 
from 10.2 to 30.8mm weighing 
0.009 to 0.27mg. The size of the 
pneumatophores suggest that the 
dead and decomposed organisms 
includes both juveniles and adults. 
Blue buttons are frequently observed 
in the off-shore waters of Karnataka 
and Goa during pre-monsoon 
seasons. The decrease in salinity and 
temperature of the coastal water due 
to the prevalent south west monsoon 
might have resulted in the death of 
blue button jelly. The hydroid colony 
of these dead specimens might have 
disintegrated leaving behind the 
pneumatophores which drifted with 
the current and wind. During the 
second week of September 2020, 

a cyclonic circulation was lying over 
east-central Arabian Sea, off coastal 
Karnataka and throughout the event, 
the direction of the current and wind 
was towards the shore which might 
have resulted in the mass beach 

metres in area 90-100 nautical mile 
north -west of Munambam Fisheries 
Harbour. The family Gempylidae which 
includes the Blacksail snake mackerel 
comprises of 16 genera and 26 species 
widely distributed in tropical and 
subtropical waters. Also known as the 

Black snoek, it is found in the Indo-Pacific 
from Red Sea to Australia, preferring 
slopes on sea mounts and ridges.

(Reported by M.A. Jishnudev*, Sijo Paul, 
Paulose Jacob Peter and T.G. Kishor | 
ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, 
Kochi-682 018)


