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CMFRI

adopis

Harijan village

By Our Staff Reporter

About 110 Harijan farm families
%n the Valappu village of Vypeen

Jsland, about 10 km off Cochin,
were adopted by the Central
Marine Fisheries Research Insti-

qute (CMFRI) on Tuesday for the
transfer o. technoiogy under toe
‘lab-to-land’ programme of the In-
rian Council of Agricultural Re-
search during 1ts golden jubilee
year.

The CMFRI is the first institute
in the country to initiate the pro-
gramme and adopt the backward
communities for improving the n-
aome and employment opportui-

es,

The ‘lab-to-land’ programme aims
at transferring technologies deve-
loped by the various research in-

stitutes and agricultural gxmversi-
ties to about 50,000 families be-
longing to the marginal and small
farmers and landless labour in the
country .

Inaugurating the programnie,
under which prawn culture tech
nology will be transierred, Dr M.
S. Swaminathan, director-general,
said that the major aim of tne
programme was fo transfer the
latest technigues to the farmers.

Care was taken to select tecnno-
logies which needed low inputs and
which could be learnt and prac-
tised by the farming community,
he added.

Dr Swaminathan pointed out
that so far the prawns were col-
lected from the sea, but today the
prawn seed were sown into the
farms, as in the case of paddy,
wheat etc L

Presiding over the function, Mr
Philipose Thomas, District Collec-
tor, emphasised the need for tak-
Ing up integrated rural develop-
ment programmes where farmers
could cultivate crops, rear fish and
prawns and also have a small
poultry in the same land area.

Welcommg the particlpan's, Dr
E, G. Silas, director, Ceniral
Marine Fisheries Research Insti-
tute, said that the CMFRI which
had recently deveioped the tech-
nologies for coastal aquaculture
had launched a number of pro-
grammes through which the tech-
nical inputs were provided to the
Selected farming families and com-
munities to take up culture of
marine oreanisms.

Mr P. K. Skandan, vice-president
of the Harijan Societv. welcomed
the guests. Dr V. Balakrishnan,
officer-in-charge of the Krishi Vig-
van Kendra ot CMFRI, prcposed a
vote of thanks.



