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‘Sea wealth should
be fully exploited’

By Our Staff Reporter

Union DMinister for Agriqulture
and Irrigation Jagjivan Ram has
called for a scientific assessment
of the country's fisheries resour-
ces and utilisation  of modern
technology for  developing  its
fishery industry. )

1 Jagiivan

Ram was formal-

1\";

gurating the new building
cunmivles of the Central Institute
of Yisheries Technology, put up

m a <. Jacre plot, taken on lease
from the Cochin Port Trust on
the Wellingdon TIsland, close to
Mzttancherry Bridge at a cost
Es. 58 lakihs

Mro Ram said recent surveys
a.onz our coasts have established
tairly suvstantial untapped fisheries
resources. The recent fourth ses-
ston of the United Nations Con-
ference on Law of Seas had re-
caled a near consensus for a
mile exclusive  economic-cum-
Iy zone for coastal nations for
o¥ing, exploiting and utilising

the
of

he

fe hving and non-living resources.
Tnis has placed on coastal na-
fns ke ours a tremendous res

hility fo manage scientifical-
Vo ources of ihe sea within
Wils 2rea.” he pointed.
Presiding  over the  function,
Chief Minister €. Achutha Menon
"r;wfmo(i out  that development of
HEnenes and  fisheries  technolngy
WAas very important {o Kerala

bescriping  Cochin as the most
Important fisheries research cen-
"¢ m {he country, he said it was
Necessary to house the other re-

search institutions in Cochin also
in their own buildings.

Mr. Menon said Kerala had
conitributed not a little to the ex-
ports of marine products but it
stiil lagged behind in fishing facili-
ties like fishing haroours. Even
the work on hand for twa fish-
ing harbours in the State wers
tot  progressing well because of
lace ot funds, he said and added
that more funds had to be found
tuo provide these facilities with the
requisite spesd.

Bothi the Unlon  Minister and
Chief Minister congratulated the
scientists in the institute for the
excellent work they had done in
advencing the country’s fisherizs
technology.

The Union Minister said
fish industry was becoming
and more mechanised
off-shore and  deep-sea
They should, thersfore.
mechanical flsh  acceszories, ins-
truments for testing and other
equipment suitable for the condi-
tions in the country

He [elt conflident that the scien-
tists of tle who won
awards for their work on the de
sign of several
ment, would take up the new
challenges in an enthusiastic man
ner

Mr. Ram pointed out that ona
area of research which seemed to
have got relatively 1less artention
was the development of suitahle

the
mare
especially

fishing

develop

(Turn to pags 7, col! 3)

‘I'isheries has a
bright future’

(From page 1, col 5)

crafts and gears for rescrvoir and
river fisheries. Along the mijor
river systems of north [ndla like
the Brahmaputra and Kosi, fish-
ing was done quite frequently in
turbulent rivers under precarious
conditions.

He told the scientists they would
make an Important contribution
if they were ahle to develop im-
proved crafts and gears for en-
abling fishing in turbulent rivers.

Visualising a great future for
fisheries mdustry, the Union Mi-
nister said, they were slowly
turning their attention from just
;:la ture of fishes to culturing
ishes.

He sald in the past our fisheries
institutes did not have proper ex-
tension wings. He had = asked
| ICAR to ensure that all our in-
stitutes had appropriate exten-
tion services. At his suggestion
the Central Soil Salinity Research
Institute at Karnal had establish-
ed a consultancy unit,

“1 feel that this institute should
also establish a consultancy unit
so as to render appropriate and
timely advice and assistance to
the figheries industry as well as
fishermen,” he added.

Dr. G. K. Kurian, Director.

vieces of equip- CIFT, presented a report. Fishe-

ries Minister Avukaderkutty Naha
released a souvenir brought out
by the CIFI Recreation Club.

Mr, W. H. L. Allsopp, Associ-
ate Director (fisheries), Internat-
jonal Development Research Cen-
tre, who offered felicitations, said
the IDRC would co-operate with
India in making use of the in
ventions of the CIIF'T in various
parts of the country.

The Chief Minister left the
meeting unmediately after his
presidential address as he  had
to be in the State capital in
the evening. Home Minister K.
Karunakaran took the chair
thereafter. The meeting began
three hours behind schedule as
the Union Minister had another
engagement near Trichur.

Farlier, Dr. Swaminathan Di-

rector-General of ICAR welcomed
the gathering.



