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Cage fish farming is becoming popular e brackish water
resources of Kerala. Pearl spot, Tilapia and Asian Seabass a
the most suitable species for cage farming. Current practice of
farmers is to commence cage farming as and when the seeds
are getting available rather than commencing in a season that
is most suitable for initiation of cage farming. In such case,
cage farming generally ends up in crop loss as environmental
or other factors are not taken into consideration. Massive
mortality in cages is a common issue during peak summer
months. High water temperature coupled with low inflow
during summer creates anoxic conditions in cages. Presence

of pesticide and heavy metal residues in the rivers and canals
further worsen the situation. Whereas commencing farming
at appropriate season and harvest at right time can offset these
disadvantages and reap a better crop. It is in this context that
the KVK (Ernakulam) of CMFRI has developed following
calendars for cage fish farming.

Cage farming calendar for Asian Seabass

Month Proposed work

June Site  selection/  repair  and
re-furbishing cages

July-August Cage fabrication*

September Cage installation and nursery rearing
of fish seeds in HDPE 12 mm mesh
size happa nets.

October Releasing fingerlings to the cages**

April-May Complete harvest and marketing
Cage net dismantling, cleaning and
safe custody
Shifting cage frame safely to land
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Cage farming calendar for Pearl spot

Month
June

July
August
October

December-January
April-May

Proposed work

Site  selection/ repair  and
re-furbishing cages

Cage fabrication™

Cage installation and rearing of
fish seeds in HDPE 12 mm mesh
size happa nets.

Releasing fingerlings to grow out
cages**

Partial harvest and marketing
Complete harvest and marketing

Cage net dismantling, cleaning and
safe custody

Shifting cage frame safely to land

Cage farming calendar for Tilapia

Month

June

July

August

October

January

Proposed work

Site  selection/ repair  and
re-furbishing cages

Cage fabrication™

Cage installation and rearing of
fish seeds in HDPE 12 mm mesh
size happa nets.

Releasing fingerlings to grow out
cages**

Complete harvest and marketing

Cage net dismantling, cleaning and
safe custody

Shifting cage frame safely to land

*Please orders for cages manufactured by KVK (Ernakulam) @

9562120666

**Minimum fingerling size recommend for cage farming are:
Asian Seabass 10 cm, Tilapia and Pearlspot 7 cm.
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