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CMFRI starts
cultivation of
tubers, pulses

Timmes News Nerwork

Kochi: The Central Mari-
ne Fisheries Research In-
stitute (CMFRI) here has
initiated a new farming
challenge among govern-
ment organisations to-
wards food security in the
state.

The model initiative in-
cludes farming of tubers
and pulses along with ve-
getables in an area of aro-
und three acres of barren
land on the premises of re-
sidential complex here.

Agriculture minister V
S Sunil Kumar launched
the farming by planting
ginger saplings on Thurs-
day.

CMFRI director A Go-
palakrishnan said that
priority was given to crops
such as tubers and pulses
as they could act as an al-
ternative to survive du-
ring the times of famine.
Pulses are also being culti-
vated as the state is totally
depended on other states
for its vegetable proteinre-
quirement. KVK also star-
ted a helpline to guide far-
mers in aquaculture and
animalrearing.

The minister alsoasked
KVK to design and de-
monstrate a working mo-
del of the mini rice mill re-
quired at each paddy field.
The major crisis faced by
the medium paddy famers
in the state is lack of such
minirice mills.



