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Marine experts call for trawling
ban within 12 nautical miles

OUR BUREAU

Kochi, January 10

Marine scientists have called
for a complete ban on trawl-
ing in the territorial waters
within 12 nautical miles.
These areas should be de-
marcated as exclusive zone
for small-scale fishermen,
they said. This was con-
sidered a top priority
among the recommenda-
tions of the third interna-
tional marine symposium
on marine ecosystems (ME-
COS 3) held at the Central
Marine Fisheries Research
Institute (CMFRI) which con-
cluded on Friday.

The symposium also de-
manded that the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 be re-
formed in a way making it
effective in conservation of
marine species. Authoritat-
ive science, knowledge and
planning are required to as-
sess the performance of the
Act, it said.

A panel of experts have to
look into the Act to bring in
adequate changes in various
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Schedules and Categories of
the Act. Since extinction
risks are different between
marine species within a
group, proper assessment is
required on the impact of
the Act on marine
ecosystems.

Commercial fishing

Considering the importance
of community-based man-
agement of traditional fish-
ers, the meet suggested that
community  participation
should strictly be ensured
while implementing co-
management in marine fish-

eries. At a time when condi-
tions for commercial fishing
are undergoing  drastic
changes owing to climate
change, marine pollution,
coastal development and
over exploitation, more sus-
tainable fish capture techno-
logies have to be developed.
Automation and digitisation
should be incorporated in
capture fisheries technolo-
gies, according the recom-
mendations of the
symposium.

The symposium was or-
ganised by the Marine Biolo-
gical Association of India.



