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Now, online info
on fishing zones
near hotspots

Twmmes News NETwoRrk

Kochi: The Centiral Marine
Fisheries Research Institute
(CMFRI) has launched an on-
line geographic information
system-based database which
indicates the proximity of
fish landing centres to Co-
vid-19 hotspots in Kerala.

‘The database offers infor-
mation on the entire 156 fish
landingcentres in the state in
wvarious colour codes in accor-
dance with their geographi-
cal proximity to the hotspots
identified by the government.

The landing centres have
been categorised in different
groups based on their distan-
ce with the hotspots.

The first category, which
requires priority in taking
precautionary measures, in-
cludes fish landing centres
within 3km of the hotspot.
The landing centres which
are 3-5km away from the hots-
pots fall in the second catego-
ry. whereas the third category
includes landing centres
which are at a distance of 5-
10km from the h -

A team of CMFRI scien-
tists, including J Jayasankar,
Shelton Padua, C Rama-
chandran and MA Pradeep
developed the online infog-
raphics using data from the
health department.

According to the current
status of Covid h in
Kerala, 17 fish landing cent-
res fall in the first category.
These landing centres are in
Thiruvananthapuram(2).Er-
nakulum (3), Kozhikode (2).

The database prepared
by CMFRI offers
information on the
entire 156 fish landing
centres in the statein
various colour codesin
accordance with their
geographical proximity
to the hotspots
identified by the
government

Kannur (4)and Kasaragod (6).

The GIS database can be
seen on the CMFRI website
(www.cmfri.org.in) and will

mission pattern and would
‘become helpful to identify the
category of a particular fish
landing centre, said A Gopa-
lakrishnan, director, CMFRI.

“The initiative will help
authorities and policy ma-
kers tomonitor daily activiti-
es and take steps for regulato-
ryorsafety measures in mari-
ne fisheries sector in the
backdrop of the Covid-19,” sa-
id Gopalakrishnan.

He said the database will
become a useful tool to imple-
ment safety measures for
each landing centres accor-
ding to their category.

“Works are in progress to
incorporatedetails of thefish
landing centres in other ma-
ritime states too with the ge-
ographic information system
based database,” he added.



