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Global meet on marine ecosystems
opens in Kochi tomorrow

OUR BUREAU

Kochi, January 5

Eminent marine scientists,
oceanographers, fisheries re-
searchers and marine biotech-
nologists from across the globe
are expected to participate in
the third international sym-
posium on ‘Marine Ecosystems -
Challenges and Opportunities
(MECO0S-3) in Kochi from Janu-
ary7to10.

Organised by the Marine Bio-
logical Association of India, ME-
COS-3 will serve as a platform for
discussions on arange of topics,
including the impact of the cli-
mate crisis on marine ecosys-
tems and the unusual warming
of the Arabian Sea.

Petri Suuronen, Programme

Director, Blue Bioeconomy Nat-

ural Resources Institute, Fin-

land, will open the symposium
on Tuesday.

A renowned researcher in
marine fisheries, Suuronen’s re-
cent research paper on how to
modify trawling without harm-
ing the ocean ecosystem has re-
ceived global attention.

The four-day meet, which will
be held at the Central Marine
Fisheries Research Institute, as-
sumes significance in the back-
drop of the recent spate of cyc-
lonic storms and other climatic
phenomena in the Arabian Sea.

The meet will also focus on
the UN’s sustainable develop-
ment goal-14 (life under water),
development of small-scale fish-
eries, recent developments in

The symposmm is almed for-

mulating strategies for sustain-
able utilisation of marine
wealth, said Sunil Mohamed,
Principal Scientist of CMERI and
Convenor of MECOS-3.

Healthy oceans, coasts and re-
lated ecosystems are crucial for
economic growth and food pro-
duction. Billions of people
worldwide, especially the
world’s poorest, rely on healthy
oceans for jobs and food, under-
scoring the urgent need to sus-
tainably use and protect this
natural resource, he said.

However, numerous issues,
such as depletion of resources,
marine pollution, extreme
weather conditions and rising

sea  surface temperature,
among others, pose a threat to
Q&exmmible utilisation of -

marine resources, he said.



