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Lockdown: Fisheries sector lost Z1,652cr in 40 days
Marine landings down by 15% in state, finds CMFRI study

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: With a total landing of
3.56million tonnes, India’sma-
rmeﬁshproducnonreglstered
amarginal increase of 21% in
2019 compared to the previous
year, according to the latest
Central Marine Fisheries Re-
searchInstitute(CMFRI) data.
A study showed Tamil Na-
duon top of the chart with7.75
lakh tonnes (LT) followed by
Gujarat (7.49 LT) and Kerala
(544 LT) which retained the
third position. Gujarat which
had been topping the marine
catch landings for some years,
slipped to the second position.
Speaking at a virtual press
conference, CMFRI director A
Gopalakrishnan said that a
countrywide estimate of the
lossesin thefishingsector dur-
ingthefirst40days of thelock-
down has been pegged at Rs
11,652 crore. This is excluding
the postharvest and export
catchloss estimated in the sea-
food export sector.
Theestimateof the valueof
marine fish landings, based on
the prices at landing centres,
duringmlswasRﬁﬂ),&?lmre

Kochi: With a total landing of
544 lakh tonnes, the marine
fish landings in Kerala suf-
fered a significant drop of
15.4% in 2019, according to the
latest data released by the Cen-
tral Marine Fisheries Re-
source Institute (CMFRI). The
sharp decline in the catch of oil
sardine and Indian mackerel,
the two major resources in the
state, is the major highlight of
Kerala'slandings.

This year too, the scenario
looks bleak with a CMFRI
study of 60 days during the
Jockdown period putting the
losses in the sector at Rs 3,481
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crore. This is excluding the
losses in the seafood exports
and post-harvest value addi-
tion industry.

While oil sardine dropped
to a meagre 44,320 tonnes, the
lowest in two decades, Indian

mackerel (40,554 t) experienced
a steep decline of 50% com-
pared to the previous year. In
2012, the catch of oil sardine in
Kerala was 39 lakh tonnes.
Since then, there was a sub-
stantial decrease in the catch

every year, but it moved up in
2017. The oil sardine landings
again continued to decline for
the past two years thanks to the
unfavourable changes in ocean
environment. The contribu-
tion from Kerala towards the
overall landings in the country
has now reduced t015.3% from
18.4% in2018.

In Kerala, the value of ma-
rinefishlandings in 2019, based
onpriceatlanding centres, was
Rs 12,387 crore. This was an in-
crease of 20.35% over 2018.
Meanwhile, the value in there-
tail level was Rs 17,515 crore, an
increase of nearly 19%. ™

‘This is 15.6% more than 2018.
Theperkgpriceatlanding cen-
treswas Rs170.5(up12.2%).

At the retail level, the esti-
mated value was Rs 92,356
crore (15% increase over 2018).

There were as many as eight
cyclonicstorms in and around
India of which six turned out
to be severe — Fani in April,
Vayu in June, Hika in Septem-
ber; Kyarr in October; Maha in
Octobe ber and Bul-

Theunitpriceattt ilmar-
ket level was Rs 258.7 (12% in-
crease).
Thestudyalsoshowedafall
incatchesinthewestcoast due
to bad weather conditions.

bulin Octover-November.
The data also showed an
unusual feature of a commer-

ing the most landed resource
(2.74 LT) across the coasts of
the country Ironically, thisfish
haslittledemand inthe domes-
tic markets and is mostly sup-
plied tofeed mills.

In another major high-
light, Indian mackerel, which
was in thefirstspotin 2018, suf-
fered the hlghst setback with

tant fish—red-
toothed mggerﬁsh becom-

by 43%.
Whﬂestates]]keWeslBengal

(55%), Andhra Pradesh (34%),
Odisha (145%), Karnataka
(11%) and Tamil Nadu (10.4%)
recorded increase in landings,
its catch decreased in Maha-
rashtra (32%), Goa (44%) and
Kerala (154%). The second
highest landings in national-
level is ribbon fish (219 LT)fol-
lowed by penaeid prawns (1.95
LT) and non-penaeid prawns

y (L8OLT).




