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State records lowest
marine fish landings in
45 years: only 2.01 lakh

tonnes catch last year

SANJANABHALERAO
MUMBAI JUNE 30

MAHARASHTRA HAS recorded its
lowest marine fish landingsin 45
years. With 2.01 lakh tonnes, the
catchfor2019was32 percentless
than 2018. Thedeclineinfishland-
ingsinthe state isattributed toex-
treme weather events last year:
bad weather, extended rain and
cyclones.

As per data released by the

THECATCH

BOMBAY DUCK,
commonly known as
Bombil, was the third most
landed fish in 2019, though
there was aslight

decline (0.8%) compared
to previousyear. It
comprised 8.2% of
Maharashtra’s total

catch

INDIAN MACKEREL
(Bangda) catch decreased
34.4%

SILVER POMFRET
recorded an increase in
catchat32%

CRAB LANDINGS
decreased by 39.5%
LOBSTER LANDINGS
decreased by70.3%

Central Marine Fisheries R h
Institute (CMFRI), the all-time
lowest catch in the state was
recorded in 1974 at 1.8 lakh
tonnes. The CMFRI has recorded
fish landings since the 1950s. It
has noted a decreasing trend in
catch in the last few years— in
2018 it was 2.95 lakh tonnes,
while in 2017 itwas 3.81 lakh
tonnes.

Fishlandingsrefertothe catch
that arrives at ports. While the
state recorded a decline, India’s
marine fish production saw a
marginal rise of 2.1 per cent in
2019 from the previousyear at
3.56 million tonnes in total land-
ings across coasts. Indian 0il
Sardine (Sardinella longiceps),
which used to be the top contrib-
utor to India’s marine fish basker,
continued to record adipin land-
ings with a 6 per cent decrease
compared w2018 Rising seatern-
perature is one of the main rea-

sons behind the dip in Indian Oil
Sardine catch, the CMFRI noted.
The decline infish landingsin
the state is attributed to extreme
weathereventslastyear. Gyclonic
storm Hikka (September 22-25),
super cyclonic storm Kyarr
(October 24-November 2), ex-
tremely severe cyclonic storm
Maha (October 30-November 7)
and Gydone Pawan in December
led to 50 non-fishing daysinfour

months (September to
Decemnber), a35 per centdecrease
infishingdays.

In addition to decline in fish
landings, the state also leads in
post-harvest loss infisheries. The
Redtoothed triggerfish (Odonus
niger), a commerdially unimpor-
antfishwhichfeedsonother fish
and is mostly used for chicken
feed, became the mostlanded re-
source (2.74 lakh tonnes), regis-
tering a huge increasein landings

from 072 lakh tonnesin2018.The
fish is usually found in the coral
reef of Lakshadweep. Fishermen
from Maharashtra had thenwrit-
ten o the CMFRLWhile the OMIFRI
isstudying the reasons behind the
Jjump, the preliminary observa-
tion shows changes in water cur-
rents in the Arabian Sea could be
responsible.

Another highlight is, Indian
mackerel, whichwas in first spot
in 2018 but suffered the biggest
setback in landings declining by
43 per cent during last year.
Among the nine maritime states,
Tamil Nadu topped in landings
with 775 lakh tonnesfollowed by
Gujarat at 7.49 lakh tonnes.
Gujarat was holding the first po-
sition for the past fewyears. Kerala
retained the third positionwith
5.44 lakh tonnes of fish landings.
Maharashtradropped to seventh
position.



