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‘State’s annual fish
catch in 2019 was the
lowest in 45 years’

MUMBAL: The state witnessed its
lowest annual fish catch in 45
years in 2019 at 2.01 lakh tons,
witharapid decline in all major
fish species being caught, the
Central Marine Fisheries
Research Institute(CMFRI)said.

The environmental factors
suchasextreme weatherevents
(heavy rain), five tropical
cyclones, weather depressionsin
the Arabian Sea, and juvenile
overfishingaresaidtobetherea-
sonsfor 36% drop inanumber of
fishingdays in 2019.

“Due to extended rainfall
beyond monsoon and extreme
weather events including
cyclones, total fishing hours
along the Maharashtra coast
reduced drastically, especially
between August and December
as compared torest of the year,”
said Anulekshmi Chellappan,
scientist-in-charge, CMFRI
Mumbai.

“Owingtolowfishcatchmany
fishers did not venture into the
seaatall, due to non-profitable
operations. Combined with this,
over-exploitation of fish stocks
due to high juvenile by-catch,
whichcontinued unabatedsimi-
lar to previous years, further
worsenedfishlandingnumbers,”
said Chellapan.

The institute released its
reportonthe Annual Marine Fish
Landings in India for 2019 on
Tuesday that identified a 32%
declinefrom2018(2.95lakhtons)
for Maharashtra. In 2017 it was
381lakhtonsand2.%lakhtonsin
2016. However, priorto2019, the

MUMIS AMAJOR
CONTRIBUTOR

Maharashtra contributed
5.6% of the country's fish
resources tothenation. The
state ranked seventh among
10 coastal states and union
territories while Tamil Nadu,
Gujarat and Kerala led the top
rankings.

Mumbaiwas the major
contributor of fish catch for
thestate accounting for 40%.
Of the tally of fishing boatsin
thestate, 874% are mecha-
nised, 12.4% motorised, and
0.2% non-motorised.

ArabianSeacyclones wereunu-
sually high equallinga 117-year-
old record. Rising sea surface
temperatures may affect fish
forcing themtomigrate to cooler
waters. However,inthe process,
changing habitats may not be
favourable for growth or repro-
duction leading to mortality,”
said DrRoxy Mathew Koll, senior
scientist, Indian Institute of Trop-
ical Meteorology, Pune.
Maharashtrawasidentifiedas
oneoftheleadingstatesforpost-
harvest fish losses by CMFRL
“Whateverbroughtfromthesea
isanationalresourceanditcan-
not be allowed to be simply
wasted. Itsnational food waste,”
said Chellappan.
Thestatefisheries department
said they were concerned about
the findings. “Climate change
impactsareaffectingthefisheries
sector. However, we have taken
all steps tocurb overﬁshmg by

historical trend indicateda simi-
lar situation in 1974 when fish
catchdropped to1.8lakh tons.
Experts said CMFRI may be
accurate. “The number of 2019

iestoavoid catch-
ingjuvenilesand reducingharm-
ful fishing practicesasmuch as
possible,” said Rajendra Jadhav,
ioint commissioner (fisheries).



