:THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

HEADTOLEAD

30 October 2019

‘Regional cooperation among countries vital for fisheries’

FE BUREAU
Kochi, October 29

REGIONAL COOPERATION BETWEEN
African and Asian countries is vital to
improve the fisheries sector in the respec-
tive countries,Manoj Nardeosingh, secretary
general of African AsianRural Development
Organization (AARDO),said on Tuesday.

“Fisheries sector has high potential to
change the lives of people in many African
Asian countries. The sector can play a vital
role in the economic development these
nations,” he said. He was speakingat the
valedictory of an international workshop-
cum-training organised by the Central
MarineFisheries Research Institute (CMFRI)
under theauspices of the AARDO.

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
of the United Nations reports that capture
fishery production is projected to increase
byjust1% through theyear 2025asmostof
theseaarefully fishedand therefore haveno

potential forincreasing production.
Declining catch and higher cost of fish-
ing duetoincreaseininput costarelikelyto
hurt millionsoffishermen in countrieslike
India. Fisheries and aquaculture remain
important sources of food, nutrition,
income and livelihood’s for hundreds of
millions of people around the world.
Urgingthe experts in the sector to seek
regional collaborations for the betterment,
he said that focusing on value addition
would help transform the lives of coastal
communities. “The member countries of

Manoj Nardeosingh, secretary
general, AARDO, appreciated
CMFRI for the smooth conduct of
the training of member countries
for the third consecutive years

AARDO can earn benefits by connecting
together, transforming technologies and
through exchangeschemes,” he added.

The secretary general appreciated
CMFRIfor thesmoothconductof thetrain-
ing of member countries for the third con-
secutive years and he expressed his willing-
ness to cooperate with the CMFRI in the
coming years, too.

The workshop was aimed at imparting
training ona range of topics such as marine
fisheries assessment, stock estimation,
marine fisheries environment, impact of
climate change on fisheries, responsible
fisheries and mariculture activities.



