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The lock down has resulted in considerable hardships to the fishermen community, in terms of loss in 

working days and resultant curtailment of incomes from fishing. Several migrant labourers from other 

states working in the trawl sector also lost their livelihoods and were stranded. However, the 

government of Kerala allowed low intensity fishing operations by artisanal fishers by the first week of 

April, 2020, about two weeks after imposing the first lock down. Presently, fishing is being allowed 

under strict instructions by the Dept. of Fisheries based on fixed pricing system at the landing centres.

 

 Further, export and post-harvest value addition operations were severely hit and huge losses were 

incurred by the sector.  In view of the above, an attempt is made to assess the losses provisionally 

across the (i) production (fish catch) (ii) distribution along the domestic marketing and allied services 

and (iii) exports. The estimation is based on the assumption that during the initial 21 days of the lock 

down, almost all types of fishing was discontinued leading to more than 95 per cent losses. 

Subsequently, it is assumed that about 70 per cent of the motorized and non-motorized vessels have 

resumed their operations.  The losses are estimated for a total of 60 days since the first day of lock 

down on 25.03.2020. To arrive at the estimates, quantitative data on landings, prices, income, 

employment, etc. available with ICAR-CMFRI as well as qualitative inputs which were obtained through 

telephonic conversations with various stakeholders including fisher leaders were used. 

The estimates of losses in terms of fish catch, landing centre and retail value realization as well as 

losses in export revenue are presented in Table 2. It can be seen that a total per day loss of Rs. 58 crores 

and an accumulated loss of Rs. 3481 crores for 60 days since lock down were incurred due to the 

COVID-19 crisis in the marine fisheries sector of Kerala. 
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ICAR – Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute20
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