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KVK launches farm serv1ce centre

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: Inan effort toaddress
theshortage of skilled labou-
rers for farming activities,
the Ernakulam Krishi Vigy-
an Kendra (KVK) of the Cen-
tral Marine Fisheries Rese-
arch Institute (CMFRI) has
launched a farm service
centre equipped with a wide
range of farm machineries
and equipment. Farmers in
the district canavail the paid
service for all kinds of farm
initiatives.

The centre is equipped
with machineries such as
tractors, power tiller; power
weeder, different typesof plo-
ughs, rotavators, earth au-
gers, motorized and hand-
operated sprayers, rice
transplanter, agri waste
shredder, slurry pump and
water pump. In addition, sci-
entificadvisories will be pro-
vided during farm visits.

“The new initiative of
KVK will be beneficial to

CMFRI director A Gopalakrishnan inaugurates the farm service
centre of Krishi Vigyan Kendra at the institute on Tuesday

hundreds of farmers in the
district who face shortage of
skilled labourers,” said
CMFRI director A Gopalak-
rishnan. “The farm service
centre has beenset up witha
cost of Rs 40 lakh under a
project of the Union govern-
ment to popularize mechani-
sed farming,” he said.
“Presently, trained staff

of KVK provide technical
services such as land prepa-
ration, pond preparation,
fish cage fabrication and plo-
ughing. Self-help groups will
be formed in the future to
make farm services availab-
le tolarge-scale farmers. Mo-
re equipment and machine-
ry willbeadded,” he said.
“At present, the farm ser-
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vicecentreis focusing on the
seasonal works of paddy
land preparation as the mon-
soon has arrived,” said KVK
head and senior scientist
Shinoj Subramannian.

“Injust three days, we got
around Rs 23,000 by leasing
out tractors, and tractor ser-
vice for 100 hours have alrea-
dy been booked. We have be-
enreceiving a lot of enquiri-
es about the services of the
centre,” Subramannian sa-
id. He added that KVK did a
study on the requirements of
farmers before settingup the
centre, and found that there
is a huge market for mecha-
nized sector inagriculture,

To avail the services of
the centre, farmers can re-
gister their names by contac-
ting KVK at 8089434479. Tho-
se who are trained in agro-
machinery operation and
interested to take be part
of the mission canalsoregis-
ter their names by contac-
ting KVK.



