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“‘Overfishing, killing of juvenile
fish onrise along Maha coast’

WORLD OCEANS’ DAY Fish not being allowed to grow caused state 3686-crore loss in 2018: Study

Badri Chatterjee
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MUMBAL Ahead of World Oceans’
Day, the Indian Council of Agri-
cultural Res (ICALR)-Cen-
tral Marne Fisheries Research
Institute (CMTRT released data
on Fridaythatshowsanalarming
riseinoverfishinginMaharash-
tra,particularly ofjuvenilefish.
Aside from pesing a threat to
marinelife, ishnotbengallowed
to grow to their natural size
meansanceonomiclossofanesti-
mated 86 crove for thestate in
2013
Afteranalysing datu collected
throughout the year, the CMIRI,
Mumbai. has concluded that
Jwveniletishearchacross Maha-
rashtra led to an ov
e\we(lmv'(usmwrﬁ-mﬁ()
amount was
“Our coastal waters remain
opentor unlimited entry and non-
restricted harvest of fish. The
limited management options
withincreasingfishing effortand
high juvenile bycatchisaworry-
ing trend,” said Ajay Nakhawa,
fromthe CMFRL Mumbai, Juve-
nile fish are used to malke difler-
entkindsafprocessed foodandin
the aquaculture industry,
With2.8lakhtonnesof caichin
2018, Maharashtra is one of the
leading marine fish e
states inIndia The C
found that 50% of the total
amountcdjuvenile bycatchinthe
stateisfound inMumbai. Thisis
partly because of city fishermen
use trawlers that sweep the sca
floor and also because sellers
from nearby arcas bring their
catch toMumbaihoping tosecure
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‘INDIA NEEDS A NEW OCEAN POLICY’

ECONOMICAL LOSSES DUE TO JUVENILE BY-CATCH IN MAHARASHTRA

PERCENTAGE OF JUVENILE FISH SPECIES
CAUGHT AT FERRY WHARF, MUMBAI

CMFRI also calculated the percentage of juvenile
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higher prices. The percentlageof
juvenile bycatchatPerry Whart
in Mumbai's Mazgaon is one of
the highest in India, suid the
CMFRLwith lizard fish, pomfrer,
catfish, Bambay duckand shrimp
{see hox) juveniles being caught
inhigh quantities.
AnulekshmiCinchargeotthe
CMFRT in Mumbai “Tuis
affectingwholeecosystem, Juve-
nile bycatch leads Lo economic

ly-catch at Ferry Wharf in Mumbai's Mazagaan, which

over 40% was one of the highest for India, researchers said
Over 40% Juveniles of fish species :Je\lréﬁii}:gceas;h t
30-40% wagmes  Indian Lizarcifish 35.5%
Estimate total 20-40% ¢ \Volf herring 4%
loss per year due
ta juvenile 23-28% .t Pomfret 56.2%
catch — over ;
by!sss crore N Catfish 2%
40-50% awfp<  Bombay duck 3%
(Saurce: CMERI) o~ Shrimp 1B2U%
“ Crab 178%

Sanjay Upadhyay, @ Supreme Court lawyer,
recently wrote Lo the central government asking it
to create a new ocean policy. “Issues such fishing
eyond 12 navtical miles and national jurisdiction,
the ¢ complexity between the state and the Centre on
the ocean und ceastal resources, the Marine
Pretected Areas (MPA) netwark, traditional
fishertolk rights etc, all need to be incorporated
under ane policy to address rising concarns” he said.

inefMciency andan already visi-
bledrop inguantity andquality of
consumablefishes,” thescientist
sad

To lower juvenile bveacch,
Tarun Shridhar, sccretary,
department of ammal hus-
bandry, dairving and fisheries,
issued un advisory in February,
directing all enaslal slates to
implementaminimum legalsize
foreatching, landingand tradeof

men Welfare association said
codend square mesh nets were
not being used and alleged the

fish.“Wechanged theuseofMmets
twAdmm square mesh codends as
opposed totraditional diamond-

shuped nets (size 20-25mm) that
usedtopickuplargequantities of
Juvenile fish, Wherever imple-
mentation is lacking, achion is
beingtaken,” said Rajendra Jad-
hav, joint commissioner, tfisher-
ies.

However, members of the
MaharashtraPurseseine Fisher-

stare profited from juvenile fish
sales. “There is a strong labhy
behind the non-implementation
of square mesh nets, Juveniles
are being caught andsent tothe
fishmealindustrics, [fthe guality
is bad. they are sent for pouliry
meal,” said chairman Ganesh B
Nakhawa.




