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Kochi, August 6

A panel of fisheries experts
has suggested developing a
forecasting model for long-
term prediction on the
abundance of oil sardine on
regular basis. To develop such
model, they called for a col-
laborative research initiative
partnering different institu-
tions in this field.

The experts were speaking
on the sidelines of a national-
level symposium at CMFRI to
analyse the reasons behind
the fluctuations of oil sardine
in the southern Arabian Sea.

Regulation mooted

The panel is of the view that a
temporary regulation may be
recommended during the
period of stressful environ-
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Forecasting model mooted for sardines

mental conditions that affect
the abundance of oil sardine.
The fishing pressure during
this period would lead to fur-
ther collapse of the sardine re-
source.

The availability of sardine
has recorded a drastic drop
since the last year, and the
situation has not improved
yet. The panel meet also pro-
posed that the minimum

legal size (MLS) may be raised
to 15 cm from the existing 10
cm in Kerala during the peri-
ods of stress such as El Nino
years.

CMFRI Director A Go-
palakrishnan said the advis-
ory given by the institute
earlier regarding the decline
of sardine was a remarkable
step in analysing the reasons.
A regular forecasting model
will be made possible with
the cooperation of different
research institutes, he said.



