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Centre suggests Kerala model marine
conservation to other maritime states

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @T'Puram

KERALA has reasons to cheer as
the Union Government has di-
rected all the coastal states in the
country to implement the Suchit-
wa Sagaram (Clean Sea) project
introduced by Kerala aimed at
reducing plastic waste accumula-
tion in the sea, a unique initiative
that envisages cleaning the sea
along with safeguarding the ma-
rine ecosystem that sustains
their livelihoods of millions of
fisherfolks.

According to the order issued
by Tarun Shridhar, Secretary,
Ministry of Agriculture & Farm-
ers Welfare Department of Fish-
eries, to achieve sustainable uti-

lisation and management of
marine fisheries as wellas ensur-
ing the sustainable utilisation of
marine resources, the conference
of the southern fisheries minis-
ters held at the Central Marine
Fisheries Research Institute
(CMFRI), Kochi, in November,
2018, had suggested a slew of
recommendations.

Based on the recommenda-
tions, the Union Ministry has is-
sued an order advising all the
maritime state governments to
consider the implementation of
the measures recommended by
the conference.

Out of the 16 recommenda-
tions, 15 were recommended to
coastal states and almost all rec-

ommendations were the contri-
bution of Kerala, according to
Sahadevan, Joint Director,
Fisheries.

Other recommendations in-
cluded implementation of Mini-
mum Legal Size (MLS) for cap-
turing fish as recommended by
CMFRI. Strengthen fisherfolk
cooperatives and equip them to
undertake deep-sea resource spe-
cific fishing, plan and encourage
them to undertake training pro-
grammes for deep-sea fishing be-
ing implemented by the depart-
ment under Blue Revolution
Scheme, and banning destructive
fishing practices such as bull
trawling/pair trawling and use
of poisons, chemicals etc.

Also recommended

Restrict fishing based on Fish
Aggregating Devices and use of
LED lights for fishing except for
squid jigging

Adopt measures to reduce fishing
efforts such as use of mesh size
for fishing nets as recommended
by CIFT

Enforce adoption of square mesh
at cod end of trawl nets following
the recommendations of CIFT

Regulate fishing boat building
yards and net manufacturing
units by enforcing mandatory
registration and licensing under
MFRAs as already done by states
like TN and Kerala



