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UNIFORM FISHING RULES IN THE PIPELINE

Southern States Demand
A Separate Ministry At
The Centre For Fisheries

Sudha.Nambudiri
i com

Fisheries ministers from
2 ndi-

Kochi: The newly released
Kerala Marine Fishing Regula-
tion Rules 2018 is serving as a
temporary baseline document
forother coastal states toamend
their respective Marine Fishing
Regulation Act (MFRA) and
rules in the management of the
fishing sector:

Atthe SouthIndian fisheries
ministers’ conference that con-
cluded here on Sunday, officials
from six states and three Union
territories made the initial
move to put a unified front for
evolving common rules for the
peninsular states in this sector,
which could then be hLL'n fur-

Kerala is theonly state in the
country to have amended the
KMFR Act 1980 (on September
18,2017) and one year later, for-
mulated the rules (on Septem-
ber 1), Ata

cherry attended the meet besides
s from all the southern
states and Union territories of
Lakshadweep and Andamans.
They raised the issuesof fisher-
men from other states coming

and fishing in their areas.
Fisheries development com-
missioner Paul Pandian said
the Centre would consider
states’ demand for extending
the fishing areas from 12 nauti-
calmiles — which is the territo-
rial waters — to 36 nautical
miles as most fishing 3
high-speed engine
coming up with new guidelines
for the National Policy for Ma-
rine Fisheries (NPMF).” He
said it would include an advi-
sory of engine horsepower in
accordance with the length of

the fishing vessel.

‘The conference of fisheries
ministers from south Indian
states has
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presscd ommended
their appreciation and most of by the Central Marine Fisheries

them are now drafting their re-
spective Actand rules based on

Kerala's gazette notifications.
Unanimously, they sought to
pressurize the need for aseparate
fisheries ministry at the Centre.
As of now, the fisheries sector
comes under ministries of agri-
culture, commerce, smppm(, and
fairs. “We have been

said state fisheries minister J
Mercykutty Amma. Malladi
Krishna Rao, minister for fisher-
fes, Puducherry, said since there
was no dedicated ministry for
fisheries, the sector was not be-
ing considered with sensitivity
and proper importance. “If
there’san issue with farmers, the
entire Central machinery steps
into help them. The fisheries sec-
tor is also of equal importance
against the backdrop of growing
food security issues.”

Research Institute (CMFRI) (u
curb juvenile fishing, said
cykutty Amma. “Kerala has il]-
ready implemented the MLS for
58 fish species to ban juvenile
fishing. Now, other states have
also come forward to implement
the measure in their territorial
waters to make the regulation
more effective,” she added.

The meeting also urged the
Union government to reduce the
fuel price and to waive road tax
for fuel for fishing vessels. Fish-
eries officials of the south Indi-
anstatesarrived ata consensus
fordemanding the Centretogive
the authority to the states to pro-
vide fishing rights beyond the
territorial waters of 12 nautical
miles. The conference also de-
cided to put pressure on the Un-
ion government to increase the

stof

What The South Indian States Demand ‘
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STATE SEEKS
BETTER DEAL
FROM CENTRE
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Kochi: There is no point in putting all kinds of

other states come and take away all the catch, said

fishing community leaders from Kerala who par-

ticipated in the stakeholders’ meetat South Indian

fisheries ministers’ conference in Kochi on Sunday

“We have not been catching juveniles bul boats
as Ponnani n

Unl statesand
they alsoresolve not to take any juveniles, there is
no logic in restricting us," said Joseph Xavier

J WHAT THE CONFERENCE AGREED ON

general secretary of All Kerala Fish-
ing Boat Owners' Association.

They feel that the Centre has not been fair to
Kerala. “We need mde\\élr)p astrong lobby to bring
Neigh-
bouring Tamil \ladu has been given a Rs 2,000 cr
package for modernization of their deep-sea ves

l we have not received any financial as-

" said Charles George, president, Kerala

Fish Production

And Consumption
In The State (2017)

All vessels in state to be fitted with auto tracking system
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Kochi: Monitoring, control and surveillance
(MCS)of fishing vessels has got a boost after
Cyclone Ockhi with Automatic Identification
Syslem (AIS) becoming mandatory for all
“Every time a crisis strikes, and the

Domestic Total fish
soLwr 7780 MT

Marine Inl Export Inflow

leaves the shore, it will remain in our radar
withinour territorial waters,” said fisher-
ies minister J Mercykutty Amma.

AlS is amandatory internation-
al tracking/monitoring
tion safety communication sy:

system, keeping of a log entry, reporting of

catches from the sea and random

verification will be done at the
harbour:

“As of now, we have fitted

n in 3,000 fishing boals This

boats go missing, the fishing n Y

tem under the Safety of Life at a) .
Sea (SOLAS) As of S, fish-
now, a is the only eries dumm

tur government say
wehave no idea of how many boats and people
have gone and where. Of course, we didn't
know because we haven't keptany dataon the
movement of these vessels and crew at sea.

sels from the existing Rs 80 lakh
toRs 15 crore.

So, to make it mandatory for
all fishing vessels to have these tracking de-

vices. This will ensure that every time a boat

He said that the state
= government was working

state in the country to have fitted
all its vessels with AIS and it

Union. Former Kochi Mayor and
president of the Chinese fishing net owners’ as
sociation K J Sohan said 100 satellites are owned
by lsro; not even one could help trace the missing
It was left to the local
fishermen to take out their boats and go in search

Kerala Swathantra Matsyathozhilali Union
president P P John said that this meeting should
have been an all-India meet because of the pro-
posal to create a corridor at 15 nautical miles off
the territorial for a 34.5km wide shipping chan-
nel. Raising concern that the inland fisheries
sector was not discussed in the two-day meeting,
K K Rameshan, president, Inland Fishworkers’
Union, said it was ironic thataquaculture, which
was a fastgrowing sector, has not been given the
much-needed attention. The leasing pnhw and
the need to save the indigenous species should
also be considered.
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But we have asked for the fitting of a tran-
sponder which will be able to send out a mes-
sage from the fishing vessel. We asked if Isro
team could incorporate a couple of buttons,
which could give out messages of SOS, I am
safe..etc so that when the message goes, it will
alsogiveoutlocation information i in caseany
search parties are on the look-ou

Presently, the central government has an
online uniform registration and licensing

LCr:

with Isro to

visible on global sites that lratk the
Navig app to enable a two-way

the presence of boats, ships and ves-
sels in waters. This is now being fitted communication. “As of now,
by the state fisheries department in all ves. Navig will work asa receiving device
sels. Catch certification, vessel monitoring  only It willensure that the fishermen get the

els operating in the
aim is tobring in the state departmentsalong
with the coastal marine police and the coast
guard into the picture.




